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CHARTER I. 

AESON JAQUES is not the real name of 

our Beverend friend whose ohippings in 

divers places and chattings on sundry topios w% 

are about to record ; it is simply the nom de 

phtme assumed for convenience sake. According 

to reliable information received, he was in the 

direct Une of the apostolical succession, with the 

ezoeption of one generation coming between. His 

father'8 mother was the daughter of a dergyman 

belonging to the estáblished Church of England, 

bom, educated and married in the picturesque and 

salubrious countj of Devonshire. Her father was 

oí clerical extract and the aneestors prior to him 

for some few generations back. His grandmoth- 

•rs' father's tablet with the familj ''Coat of 

Azms " maj be still seen in one of our fbe old 

OathedralSy not two himdred miles frota lAiids^TL. 
1 1^ 
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His own father was not an ecclesiastic in any 
sense or form ; but the old ancestral blood of the 
priesthood again stirred in the boy John. 

He should have been called SeptimuÃ by right, 
being the seventh in the family register : but John 
was given him in baptism at the font of the time- 
wom parish Ghurch, in memory of a dear departed 
one. The other yoiingsters made more growth 
than he so far as the physical was concemed, 
hence, reached a sturdy and stalwart manhood; 
leaying little Jack (as they called him), a long 
way down in the scale, not far removed from the 
dimensions of a dwarf , being only five feet one and 
a half inches in height, when he exhausted the 
the growing powder and stopped short. 

.^' Farsoning will be the best thing for that litth 
spud of yours," said neighbour Gartrill to Jack'8 
father one day ; ''the boy seems wonderfal fond of 
books and reading, that I think he would do well at 
that kind of trade you know, what do you think ?" 

Of course Jack's father did not regard preach- 
ing the gospel as a ' trade ' : neither did he believe 
in youngsters going to it to leam it as a profeêsion, 
by which to get bread and cheese. He was a 
converted man — one who saw things spiritual in 
the right light, and from the right standpoint — 
and was firm in his convictions, that no one had 
a right to assume the sacred office or take '' holy 
orâera,^^ unless impelled by a call from God, and 
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an ardent love for períshing souls. 

ThiSy howeyer, (for some time unknown to liis 
father) the youth had felt — the old clerical spirit 
was anew asserting itself in the little man,, and in 
due time the call of the Church supplemented the 
call from heaven, and he became initiated into the 
tribe of Levi — set apart to the work of the minis- 
try ; and started from the old homestead a beard- 
less delicate looking youth, not nineteen jears of 
age, to a distant coimtry town, on the haUowed 
enterprise of preaching the *^ unsearchable riches of 
Christ/' with the words of the great Paul dinniTig 
in his earsy '^ study to show thyself approved unto 
Ood, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth." 

Such a '' workman/' he resolutely and sacredly 
resolved to be, by the help of Ood. 





CHARTER II. 

HAT liberties people take with the poor 
preacher ! lie is continually in somebodj'» 
scales. Everyone thinks he hás a perfeot ríglkl 
to pass judg^ent on him, or to fix liim perpendic- 
ularly up to take Ms measurement by the tape oí 
private opinion, and then to give public announoe- 
ment of it in *' Gatli " and the ** streets of Aske- 
loB.'^ Ali soits of questiona are put to him — 
** what did you do before you became a preacher f 
whafs the name of your father? what is he? 
where does he live ? how many children has your 
XDOther got ? and so on, etcetra ; and ali kinds of 
curious surmisings ventured on respecting him and 
his, ofttimes bordering on rank impertinence. 

Farson Jaques soon got into such society, as íb 
evident from what he said on one ocoasion at a 
public meeting : — ** I ajn not at ali in the humour 
to gratify any uprisings of curiosity of which anj 
of you people may be the subjects, as to the 
eountry, county, race, or family whence I hail ; so 
jnaiyy hig blunders have been made in that direo- 
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tíon by suoli persona as jouraelves asauming tha 

«nwarrantable liberty of guessing at my national- 

ity — one dedaríng me to be a '^ Paddy " fresk 

Irom ihe "Emerald lale," anotker a ''Caxmy 

Sootehman " just descended, perhaps by balloon, 

Irom the ** bonnie Highlands," another a Welah- 

uan ali ** sbaggy and short " from the mountain 

vanges, and others witk contradiotory emphasia 

ayowing, he is neither Irishman, Scotobman, nor 

Welshman, but a TUBK ! !— what an un-English 

looking mortal I must be I^that if I ventured 

to inform you of the veritable race and plaoe 

whenoe I spring, I am afraid it would eztract on« 

Tociferous soeptical — ^* Wê donH heUwe t^." Fear- 

ingy tberefore, the consequenoes of an open 

eonfession, I shall allow sUence (which is golden) 

i/S) preserve it amongst it mysterious treasures, cer- 

tain it will be safer and better there than in 

eirculation as inferior ooin, or written, though 

imder '' letters patent," on the public page.'* 

From the records of our clerical friend's pen 
we get occasional glimpses of his peculiarities in 
leeling and fancy ; and âree yentilation of his 
opinions on men and things. 

We leam from it also that the first four years 
of his ministry was the equivalent of an appren- 
liceehip, during which time he made more " chips " 
than sermonic *' models/' and betrayed the spoila* 
tÍTe power rather than the creative or consteaotí^^ 
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genius of his composition. Sometimes he appears 
to haye cut a sorry figure ; hás dishonoured his 
calling; has painted his chee^s up to eyes and 
hair-roots with the vermilion of mortifícatíon and 
shame ; and would haye vanished Hke a ghost not 
leaving a vestige beliind, if some trap-door or other 
mode of speedy exit had been at hand. It was the 
public exhibitions of his workmanship that sa 
taxed his nerve-energy, and made him mentally 
tremble as an aspen leaf. 

" We have to construct in private," says Farson 
JaqueSy " and then^ before a variety of spectators, 
piece by piece, and part by part, put together 
again the substantial or f antastic article called a 
Sermon, beneath the gaze of ali sorts of eyes — 
visionary, criticai, conceited, dreamy, practical^ 
and matter-of-fact hearers; it is awfully trying 
to ones nerves." 

"I should thinky most decidedly/' said Miss 
Positive to him one day in oonversation on this 
topic," *' that you reqnire a large sanoTXDt of temerily 
to stand up and speak to such large gatherings 
of people, and to be able to control your thoughts^ 
and express them consecutively as you do ; I 
wonder preachers don't make more mistakes and 
failures than they do ; it is ali very well for us 
to sit in our comfortable pews, and do nothing 
but Hsten and criticise you gentlemen, and often 
(lo the one listlessly and the other uncharitably." 
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** Yes MisSy you speak as a wise woman; nerve- 
power is an important assistant in ali those publidy 
scrutinized efforts of ours ; and often have I fallen 
into the sin of envy and covetonsness when behold- 
ing the amazing quantity of it brought into play bj 
many of my co-labòurers on sucli occa8Íon8(the good 
Lord forgive me); but alas ! envy bas not brought the 
nerve, nor coveting increased the courage. Though 
out of the way unfortunately when strong nerves 
were given, yet, I am what the great Architect de- 
aigned me to be, and mnst not blame my mechan- 
ism lest I blame my Maker. I strive to do my 
best in His strength, hoping under observant glan- 
ces to be spared the blushes of shame, if not the 
tremor of sensitivo nerves ; looking more for the 
approval of the Master, than the good opinion and 
praise of the crowd or criticaL" 

No one would ever credit Parson Taques with 
nervonsness who aaw him at his work ; he seems 
so fearless and energetic, almost sometimes like a 
tempest sweeping everything before him, and then 
qnitdting down in tones of tender persuation to a 
** great calm." But men, as well as things, are 
not always what they seem. He, certainly, was 
not bom before " narves " were given out, as the 
old Oomish woman said she was ; consequently, 
was no stranger tó the unnatural palpatation of the 
heart, called the " Pulpit Fever ;" — but it makes 
some men eloquent. 




CHARTER ML 

o one could possibly be more orthodox in 

theory, and practical in pulpit and life 

than our Beverend friend. He was a manysided 

man ; at the antípodes of a stereotyped make-up ; 

broad in bis sjmpatbies, various in bis metbods — 

poetic, practícal, and patbetíc. Mr. Uniformity be 

mever cared for. Tbey never bad a £aIl-out ; still, 

be would ratber walk a mile out of bis way tban 

meet tbe gentleman any day, eitber in Creed- 

street, or Sentíment-avenue, on Opinion-parade, or 

in Cburcb-crescent. Mr. Unity-in-Yariety, Parson 

Jaques greatly admired ; and as bis family was ao 

numerousy be was constantly coming in contact 

witb one or otber of tbem in bis rambles abroad. 

He woidd often moralise on wbat migbt baye 

struck bis attentíon in tbe borne or on bis way to 

Oburcby or to pay a visit to some sick parisbioner. 

I remember bis speaking at a Sunday Sobool 

Meeting onee of wbat be oalled a '' Bundle o/Míê- 

ehiefy'^ wbiob be applied witb foroe to tbose 

j>resent. Tuming oyer my papers tbe otber day I 
8 
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eajne upon the yery address, which, as it is noi 
long I will reproduce kere. *' For a few minutes 
I would like to speak to you of a little fellow I 
mH call a Bondle of Mischief , from whicli a good 
moral, I think, may be drawn. 

He is a little urohin aieasuring up and down, 
çf^er and around, about six feet. Where he lives, 
or to whom he belongs, is beyond the stretcb of 
mj irnsigination, even by guess; I have uever 
fipoken to bim otber than at a great distanoe from 
lús heaiing ; but see bim in ali kinds of ** mooàti 
and tenses," positions and oonditions, &om mjr 
workshop window almost daily. I sbould fancy 
ihat six summers have flung their benedictions 
upon bis bead, while the last three successively 
QBJL have fbund him but sparingly bigger than 
before. 

He is full of electricity (if electricity be life) 
for it oozes out at his finger-ends, sparkles in his 
eydSy blushes on his cheeks, dances on his hair, 
oapors in his feet, and twists and twirls him in ali 
oono^vable ways and attitudes. , It seems an im- 
posaibility for him to keep stiU. StiU ! why he is 
a machine on wires. A little piece of olay on ra- 
Honal ^rings! He leaps before he looks, an4 
plonges into misohief before he is aware of it. A 
«ftotíoa Í8 a bound eíther into the gutter or against 
a po0t» He is proof a^ainst hard knooks saiL 
rragh handling, &r eveiy now and th^iv W ^nss^sii^ 
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into collision with piec66 of mattor bigger than 
hirnself, and designedly tiies bis mischievous young^ 
fist at punching others of his own dimensions. 
The mud and he are on veiy affectionate terms, 
now^jmrping into it, now playing with it, now 
taking it home with him, rather luxuriantlyy to 
dinner or tea. How manj lectures he gets in 
frowning scolds, or thrashings in motherly indig- 
nation, I could not pretend to say, bnt I presume 
ihey are neither f ew nor far between^ as he is cer- 
tainly just the youngster to become seasoned in by 
fialt of *' birch " and " beating." 

It will take a wise mother to perceive and un- 
derstand the possibilities of such a boy. His 
iinrestfulness when awake is but the physical 
obedience to the impetuous and imperial dictates 
of his wondrously active brain. Motion wli^ him 
has a great moral ! His activity is a prophecy ! 
His mischievous propensities are royal gifts of 
nature, which may bring him a future of gloiy 
or of shame — a manhood of distinction, useAúness, 
and moral excellence, or of degradation, worthless- 
ness, and penury. His powers and possibilities 
according to the channel in which they are put to 
flow, the direction in which they are trained to 
develop, will build him into greatness, or blast 
hÍTn into ruins. Oh, the responsibilily of such a 
mother ! Oh, the potentiality of such a chikL ! 

If in anj oi your domiciles, then, mothexa> 



ihere should be ''a bundle of miscliief," don^t 
frown it into a blockliead, nor break it into a hard, 
iron, rigid; unlaughable, childhood ; in other 
words don't squeeze out of it ali nor any of the 
xnirtli; merríment, activity, and innocent mischiev- 
iousness, which God hás permitted in its make, but 
be careful to give it tbe rt^ht direction and mouldy 
Bo tbat it may ripen into the noblest development, 
and blossom into the very image of God. JDireC' 
Uon is yourS; not destruction. A ** hundle of 
mischief^^ may be transfignred into a hody of 
divinityy 

I remember one winter evening attending a 
meeting in the town where our friend resided, at 
the Church of a young but popular preacher, 
whose growing influence and power had stirred up 
the jealousy of two or three old ministers. These 
T?ith some younger ones were present ; and Parson 
Jaques let them have it straight from the shoulder 
in the speech he delivered, which made them knit 
their brows, and pucker their faces ; wh51e to me 
(being a young cleric) it was a feast of f at things, 
as well as to the other young brethren. I will 
give you a portion of it from my short-hand notes 
made at the time. 

''Let no man despise thy youth, said Paul 
the aged to Timothy the youth. A beautifui spirít 
and a kind word from an old Apostle to a rising 
yxmng preacher. Use what microscope you ma.^^ 



12 Jj^ãT^on SaqneiEí. 



you wiU discover no tint of jealousy in either 
irord. Paul -was too broad-souled, catholic-hearted, 
and genuinely puré, to f eel any up-risings of envy, 
or to be conscious of any secret desire to undermine 
Tmiothy'8 growing influence, or to subtilely plant 
hindrances in bis patbway of progress and renown. 
It is a deligbtful sigbt to see to-day old min* 
isters and ministers in mid-life treating yonnger 
ones in like manner ; regarding tbem not as 
BiVALs but as SoKs ; and f eeling a boly gratiâca- 
tíon as they watcb tbem ascending by tbe golden 
staircase of ' bonest toil and cbrístian devotedness 
the steeps of influence, intelligenee, eloquence, 
and bonors, above and beyond wbat tbey baye or 
will ever attain unto. He is not wortby of the 
name of **father " wbo does not wisb bis son to be 
a better and cleverer man tban bimself ; and it is 
awfully small and mean for sénior EEY8 to 
despise, because of tbeir " yauth " (a mere subter- 
fuge for sometbing else) tbose of tbeir juniors 
ifho by HERiT and not money, work and not 
fãvaWf togetber witb tbe Divine blessing, win for 
themselves a position and name of bonest distímc- 

tion. 

Tbere is too mucb DOG-IN-THE-MANGEE- 

Mlí among tbe dergy: many can*t rise aboTe 

axedioGrity themselves, and they wont allow othert 

that oan, do so unless they bark, and snarl, and 

iífl^ tíiem behiná ihexr back in jealousy and apito 
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for it ! 

Young meiíy ** hetaare of dog%^^^ said tlie saine 
Aposile that wrote, ^^ Let no man despise thj 
youth." You liad better content yourselves by 
moving on in the *' old ru^*," for if you venture on 
mw ground (though ever so true to reason and rev- 
^tion) tbese '' dogà in the manger " will yelp out 
— " HETRODOXY " ! You had better travei by 
the old '^ Stage-Coach " in the same old ''jog- 
trot " style, for if you attempt to soar on wings of 
dLoquence, or to go by locomotive power and 
speed of sanctified intelleetual freshness and yig- 
OUT, these jealous souls will try to clip your wings 
or throw you cruelly off the rails and so jeopar- 
dise your life, by putting stones of stumbling in 
your way ! You had better not foUow the path- 
way of progress by the sunny upward slopes of 
the mountain of honourS; if you do they will stig- 
matise you with the epithet ** PRIDE.'' 

Be Httle, keep little, breathe in their atmos- 
phere of exhuberant self-sattajaetumf and never 
outshine theai, then you may be permitted a small 
tenure in their *' good-graces," and be dowered 
with their small smile of approbation. But re^ 
member, it will darken your sky with the clouds 
of other people's dissatisfaotion, and cause the 
tiiunders of pubHo discontent and displeasure to 
wonj your ezistenoe and necessitate your being 
sttffered," " put up with," *' ondured t " 



t( 
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No, young men, scorn to be little and im- 
known. There is no manliness, no sense of true 
dignity, no realization of the grand possibilities of 
being in such false colonred humility, such mock- 
modesty ! Rise as high as you can intellectually, 
officially, in honors, spiritually. Go to tbe extent 
of your manliood's possibilities. ASPIRE ! 
ASPIRE ! ! for that is NO SOUL whicli is never 
etirred to its foundations by aspirations. Be as 
eloquent a preacher, as finisbed a scbolar, as boly 
a christian as you can be. Win ali honours; 
cultivate ali gifts ; speak with. ali tongues ; and 
be mighty in ali tbe graces of eminent piety pos- 
sible : and look upon every brother '* the elder " 
or brother the ''younger," that despises yonr 
youth and disparages your position, as an envious 

^' DOG IN THE MaNGEK ! " 

His intense practicalness in speaking and 
preacbing often brought him into collision with 
some onej^ who ignorantly asserted he was personal 
in his appeah rather than practical. He preached 
a sennon on one occasion on " Duty and Interest," 
and as he proceeded Mr. Green was delighted 
while he struck vigorously at the oft clashing of 
^* Duty and Interest," in the busy haunts of mer- 
chandise — in the iniquitous traffie (by members of 
Ohurches) of intoxicating drinks — in the training . 
of chíldren of pious parenta for " Society " &c. — 
anà m the niggardly giving to the Lord's cause 



Çractúal anH ^atljetú. 15 



of many, well able to give liberally. But by aud 
by Mr. Jaques vividly set forth the collision of 
**Dutyaiid Interest " in many religious homes, 
where no ** Altar" is erected for morning or 
evening sacrifíce; no acknowledgment of God in 
the daily mercies, as it would interfere with busi- 
ness engagements and demands^ trespass on 
business time, &c. 

This made Mr. Green bilious at once — ^it was 
hard treading on his sensitive '* Corns/' and made 
him twiteh and twist in evident discomfort aud 
annoyance; for no ** Altar " was in bis home, 
though a local preacher, class leader, and 
sunday scbool teacher. He tumed into an angry 
mood : felt sure it was porsonally meant, and left 
the sanctum determined to have bis revenge out 
by resigning bis membersbíp and ali official con- 
nection with it next morning. And sure enough, 
next day the written resignation with reason. 
assigned came to the Manse. 

Parson Jaques was totally ignorant of Mr. G's 
remissness in this duty, and on seeing him told 
him so ; further adding, '' if he had been what he 
ought as a Christian man the arrow of conviction 
from the bow of truth drawn at a venture would not 
haye struck him. He was out of the path of Duty^ 
coquetting with Inter est, and so became wounded*" 

Anotber sunday evening he was preaching on 
RooUess Professors in the ehurch — ^people ^ho 
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irere nevor settled, fized, stable, in the tmth, íb 
the chxiroh, or in chiistian servioe ; who had ao 
life and bore no fruit. 

**Peirhaps," he said, **you have seen, as I 
liaTe« 80ine little ohildren busily making a flowear 
garden. Forming the border tastefully, worldng 
the earth careíullj, then sticking in by the stems 
some wild and other flowexs in beds of half- 
moon, tríangle, and diamond shapes, and when 
finiahod rejoidng oTer the suecess achieved and 
the prettiness of theír wee garden. 

Next moming on going to see the froit of 
their toU and taste, lo ! every little flower droops 
its head in death, there being no sap to cironlate 
and no roots to feed upon the soiL 

Snoh, he oontinued, are many in onr 
churches they haye been ihick in only — they are 
rootless and sapless, oonseqnently bear no bloom 
and yield no fruit." This was personal again, 
Young Sewolf said, *^ he meant nm, I am 9ur0 he 
did." The inevitable resignation foUowed, and 
Parson Jaqaes and his chnroh became abandoned. 
This man, like many others, forgot that the min- 
ister is responsible for the ãeclaratum of tmih, not 
its opplteatúm; that is the provinoe and prerogatÍTe 
of the Holy Spirit If, therefore, he had a <' fiúl 
oút " with any one it should haye been the Holy 
Ghosty and not onr Beverend friend. 
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As a set-o£^ to this, note the following firom a 
letter received by Mr. Jaques from a member of 
bis cburcb — 

• • . " thus unconcemed, life itself might have 
passed away, but for your faithful and loving ministry. 
Often hás my soul been woanded by the Spirifs power, but 
I have loved the agent, and could kiss the hand that dis- 
charged the arrow of truth. 

I Btill love, and shall, I tnist, for ever cherish the 
fondest love for you as the instniment of God in opening 
my closed eyes to the fact that no christian can be aé ease 
in Zion,'' &c. 

I am, etc, 

DIDYMUS W. 

Tbe tenderness of feeling with most people is 
in the sMn ratber than in tbe hearty bence, tbeir 
quickness to take offence. 

But our friend could be pathetic as well as prac- 
tical and pungent. Patbos is sometimes tbe mellow 
music of a tender cbord in tbe make, but is often 
the outcome of sbarp drilling in tbe gymnasium of 
Bufferíng ; tbis was tbe case witb Parsou Jaques. 
I bave beard, tbat in one of tbe darkest passes of 
bis life — wben sun, moon and stars seemed exting- 
uisbed, and ali God^s billows roUed over bim — be 
not only bad a most signal demonstration of tbe 
power and efficacy of prayer, in a remarkable an- 
swer obtained ; but also mastered in tbat scbool 
of sorrow tbe seyere lesson of uncomplaining 
reaignation to tbe Divino Will, and b%casíi<^ ^«^tí.-- 



18 Jj^axHún Saqmif. 



deroQsly mellowed in tone and teaching. light 
broke in on the mind ; ali Gh)d'8 perplexing and 
painful dealings he saw to be unerringly and lov- 
inglj arrangedy the ulterior object being twofold 
^the education of bis sonl and the glory of God. 
The memoiy of that yictory was ever to him as an 
oásis in the desert, as a crjstal spring of refresh- 
ing water amid the heat and burdens of life. He 
learnt that nothing could happen but what was for 
his g^ood, and so extracted the honej of oontent- 
ment out of the bittemess of disappointment, 
adversity, afiEUction sorrow, in ali after-time. 

Listen to what he said in a sermon at the time 
on the discipline of trial, and this spirit of pathos 
and submission you will readily perceive. 

^' The lessons of prwxdenee Bsxàgraee have wrung 
tears £rom our eyes, and sweat irom our brain, and 
anguish £rom our hearts a thousand times. But 
manhood has been ennobled, character has been 
enriched, life has been a million times more real, 
maj estie, divine, as the resiJt thereof ! To look 
up amid brimming eyes and choking sighs and 
sobs to our loving Father, as we stand in the 
midst of idol-£ragments, withered âowers, broken 
purposesy and stranded hopes, and say, '^Not 
my will, but Thine, O Lord, be done," is an 
eminence in moral academic attainments not 
reaohed by a sudden bound, but through severe 
processes o£ tnalf tribulation, hardship, ezperi- 
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ence ! Every wave of grief has a purpose, every 
trial a meaning. Everj pang, every ''Marah," 
Qvery ** Gethsemane/' a grand disciplinary design. 
Gk>d works not at random : neither does He work 
in darkness. In His pavilion of eternal secrecy, 
He is wrapped in a noon of perfect wisdom ; and 
by a mysterious manipulation is bringing out in 
accurate symmetry and faultless beauty every de- 
tail of His own image. Fret not, the pall of 
sorrow is woven by the hand of mercy. The crown 
of thoms shall yet blossom into the crown of glory. 
The bittemess of affliction is but the needfal 
chastening of lov6. When the night is darkest 
the stars are brightest : and when the soul is sad- 
dest the promises are sweetest. God's educator of 
faith and test of piety is ** triaV* '* Endure as 
seeing the Invisible." ' 

The pathetic vein, too, appears in the foUowing 
panegyric he wrote on his Mother, He representa 
himself sitting as in the days long ago by her sida 
in the old home-stead, after an absence of consid- 
erable length. *' Father Time," he writes, " with 
his rough hands has dealt gently with her, for 
although beyond the three-score years and ten 
ftllotted mortais in this vale of tears, yet, reason 
retains its throne, and tne limbs, imcramped and 
unstiffened by rhenmatism, pliantly perform many 
duties pertaining to her house and home. True, 
the beautiful jet-black ringlets (of which I'ye 
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heard the Pater speak) that in earlier times hung 
in tangled multitude around her tlirobbing tem- 
plesj—constituting a very crown of ebony, in 
fltríking contrast "witli the fair flushed face and 
blue bríght eyes, — the passing years have thinned 
and turned to silver-white. 

True, the cares of a cbequered life have walked 
upon her brow, and left the print of their feet be- 
hind. The sorrows of snccessive bereavements — 
darling children caught away by the angels — have 
plonghed furrows upon the countenance, and sunk 
the eyes deeper in their sockets. For I have 
never seen my mother other than in Treeds of 
mourning for the past thirty-six years ! Still, 
while others mourn the loss of such dear ones, I 
rejoice in the pdssession of her in the old home. 

Ah ! 'tis hard to realise that, she is passing- 
away. Hard to believe that — she won*t be long 
with us. Tet, so it is. Every milestone short^ 
ens the joumey. Every revolution of the " wheel 
at the cistem " hastens its break-up. Every page 
annually tnmed in the volume of life speeds the 
*' Finis " of the story. 

Te winds ! blow sofUy on her deoaying form. 
Thou winter-tide of age ! breathe calm and good* 
oheer upon her evening hours. I see the leaf is 
sere and shrivelled, bnt I will prize the tree yet 
more aild more for shelter shade and frctit afibrded 
£a tíiepãst. 



Jj^tãcticãl anti ^aif^tiíc. 21 

Mj/ MotheTf now the aged ! thou who didst set 
my youth to the harmonies of prayer, and gave me 
my first impulse in the divine life : on thee the 
" hoary head is a crown of glory " for thou art in 
**the way of righteousness." I wonld rid thy 
pathway of every thorn of care and stumbling- 
stone of temptation. I would carpet it with flow- 
ers of comfort, gladness, peace, and satisfaction. 
I would clear thy soul-sky of every darkening 
cloud of doubt, and let thy sun set in holy peace- 
fulness without a shadowing fear. I wonld be 
aear to smooth thy dying pillow, and hold thy 
hajid in mine, 'tíll the river is crossed, and thou 
sre clasped by welcoming angels to the other and 
the goldea shore ! My Mothes, ! — Mother — name 
jerer dear to me. 

Yoimg man know, ' that the dearest and most 
deroted fríend that any one has on this earth is his 
mother. Weigh well her words of counsel and 
advice. Consult her wishes^ and gladden her 
heart by a loving consideration and obedience. 
Tvy to make her happy as you see her indining 
to the tomb,' that you may not have to reproach 
jooTMlf when you tearfully see her laid in her 
grave. 
• The debt you owe to her you can nerer pay." 



fr- 



CHARTER IV. 




'Y friend Mr. D accompanied me to 

S last night, and we greatlj enjoyed 

oiir walk on the grassy brow of the perpendicular 

diff, with the blue waters of the English Channel, 

— locked in the plaeidity of a summer evening,— - 

stretched out bef ore our gaze, and the sands of the 

S bay glistening in the setting sunlight like 

the gold of Ophir. It was a magnificent sun-set : 

the westem sky being moBt brilliant and gorgeous 

in its colouring, looking like the entrance to some 

grand old temple — or as if some of the glory of 

heaven were streaming through its portais of 

pearl. 

The retnm joumey was made immensely de- 

lightful by the '* Northern Lights " or " Aurora 

Borealis/' at first there was a pale white colour, 

which grew gradually bnghter, until it developed 

into a brilliant red, and soon after faded away* 

Mr. O whom we met, told us, that the night - 

before when he was on duty, they were splendid 

tòe whole night ; varying in colour from white to 
22 
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red and then to a beautiful blue. He told us that 
when he was in the Baltic, he has seen them so 
bright, that he could see to pick up a pin on deck. 
They are caused, he says, by the moon shining on 
ice, and the thicker the ice, the brighter the col- 
OTirs; but scientifícally they are explained as 
the commingling of the electriclties of the higher * 
reg^ons of the atmosphere. 

How wonderf ul are the works of God ? Wliat 
happiness to be able to say with Cowper, 

*< My Father made them ali.'* 

I often think how beautiful heaven must be, 
even beyond our conception if this world is so 
passing fair. "Tis a favourite verse of mine — 

" O God, how good beyond compare, 
If thus Thy meaner works are fídr, 
If thus Thy heauties gild the span 
Of niined earth and sinf ul man ; 
How glorious^must those mansions he, 
Whero Thy redeemed shall dwell with Thee." 

Just as we were nearing the manse at the en- 
tering in of the town, we overheard Parson Jaques' 
voice ringing oút a hearty **Good Evening Farmer 
Whitbum, I hope you are quite well ;" and carne 
almost up to them just as the farmer was saying, 
"Not very special, sir ; IVe been the victim of the 
tooth-ache ali day." 

" Dear, dear," said Mr. Jaques, " thafs bad 
enough. I don't know of a more yQX&tio>3&t\^is^ 
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in the calendar of pains and aches than a trouble* 
some tooth." Oiir appearanee interrupted Iiis re- 
marks for a moment or two, so after shaking 
hands with ns, and introdueing us to Farmer 
Whitbum, he resumed the thread of his observa- 
tions. 

** I do wish ali teeth would have the goodne86 
and politeness to behave themselves, and do their 
work without breaking and hollo^ing, decaying 
and aching! 

I daren't venture to expose my " ivories " to 
cooling draught at any time, or to perform cer- 
tain feats of mastication, Trithout being gently 
reminded, that * I had better be careful as to what 
I was about, else there wonld be a ** row " be- 
tween stiimps and nerves, broken ivory and impa- 
tient ja<^s.' Of course, I take the hint, though 
offcen when it is too late, and shift my position and 
soak my crusts." 

** I pity anybody, who suffers, as evidently you 
do, from invalid and quarrelsome teeth. Teeth 
that are so rotten, and hoUow, and peevish, that 
they are ever and anon disturbing the peace of 
one's life, sending the effects of their jangling and 
jerking through the whole empire of mind and 
matter. The only ciire for such is, extraetian, 

By the by, Farmer Whitbum, have you heard 
of that Tooth Botheration up at H ? " 

''Ho flir." 
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** Well, it was one of those ridiculoos rítualis- 
tic fosations again. The priest in charge of the 
parish tliere is called **Tooth;'' of late he had 
ahewn a weakness for early rising to go to 
church to celebrate the Lord'8 Supper, three 
times before breakfast moming by moming. 
This grew into a superstitious and anti-chnstiaa 
inania, until, together with âaring candles, smoking 
censers, gorgeous altar, extravagant decorations 
and millinery, bodily genuflexions, processional 
marchings with hoisted cruciâx, chahtings, and 
various other silly manoeuvres, he changed the 
little sanctuary and its serviços, from the simplioity 
and glory of our holy protestant f aith, into the 
similitude of the corrupt and corrupting church of 
Home. 

Of course this wicked and troublesome ''Tooth '^ 
"was a source of great annoyance to '* the Bight 
Severend the Lord Bishop," who administered a 
remonstrance, and then a prohibition, both of 
which, however, the *' Tooth " dared to defy de- 
spite oonsequences. A small detachment of '^ Eob- 
erts " were stationed there to keep the rebellious 
<< Tooth " and his zealots in respectable behaviour. 
Feace at length was broken again, and the Zauf 
irithout gospel seized the disturber^ accused him 
ot a double offence, submitted him to a trial, theu 
bundled him off to the qniet quarters of Horse- 
mimgw Lane GaoL Imagine ! a '^ Ta^iih " mOi^cÀx 
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and a religious *' Tootl^" too ! ! and a preaehing 
''Tooth"!!! Fancy! I should have thouglit the 
best and safest cure for this refactory member 
would have been peremptory *' extraction ;". — but 
you see no body had any power to apply the ex- 
pelling force to such a " Tooth," even were he a 
very *' Pio Nino " out-right, or a '* Lúcifer, Son of 
the moming ** complete ! Parliament roots these 
gentlemen into the juicy jaw-soil of the chiípch, 
and then puts them into prison for breaking the 
law in playing at Eoman Catholicism. Would it 
not be infinitely better if they invested an excom- 
municating authority in the hands of the Bishops, 
80 that ali such ritualistic rebels might be pulled 
out, without ceremony or court-martial, from theix 
*' fat livings,'* and be pitched *' neck and crop " 
over to the church of their imitation ? Extraction 
is safer than imprisonment, expulsion than suspen- 
sion. Out with them ! But there, they haYen't 
the power. 

Well, this unfaithful '* Tooth" next committed 
a '* Forgery " by signing himself " a martyr " in- 
stead of a '^ Traitor/' in order to draw capital from 
the bank of general sympathy. Think of the 
wickedness of the thing — " a martyr^^ because he 
could'nt be a Boman Oatholic, and go through ali 
the elaborate '' popish tom-fooleries " in a Protes- 
tant Ohuroh and for Protestant pay ! ^^A mairtyr^^^ 
because violãting knowingly the lawB of the òburcli 
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and liis country, he deseryingly reaped punish- 
ment ! **-á tnartyr,^* because having sworn allegi- 
ance to the Frotestant Faith and Crown, and now 
having beti*ayed his oath, by assuming a bostile 
and insurrectionary attitude and course against 
each, he is dealt with in righteousness ! *' A 
mwrtyTy^ because he cannot be a ** Papist" in an 
*' episcopal living " ! Gross mis-nomer ! Horrible 
Forgery! Conspirator, though never christened 
it in his self-created and self-inscribed nomen Itter* 
atim ; and a " cell " more in keeping with such a 
designation than an ** altar," a *' prison " than & 
'* sanctuary." 

No one has any objection to his becoming a 
convert to Eomanism if he won't to Godliness, 
though the latter undoubtedly is the '* cure ali '^ 
for the former. Let the '* Tooth " be ** bom. 
again " of the Spirit, and he won't want to be- 
çome a papist ; neither will he any more regard 
himself ** a martyr " because he can't be a " wolf 
in 8heep'8 clothing " in the fat pasturage of the- 
" EstabHshed Church." 

Hence, the only effectual apparatus for getting 
rid of ali such is, either conversion of heart and. 
head to the truth, or extraction of roots and ali by 
disestablishment. 

Wait awhile ; these refactory gentlemen will. 
shortly puU themselves out." 

'' Yes, Mr. Jaques, I am quite oi ^ova 0'^YDÀsstLV 
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tliese me& are gr^atÍT acodentíng the deored end 
of tke Liber&don SocieiVs effDTt& This episode 
remiiLds me jost now of anodier thiiig, I mean tiie 
biokeii xaA good-for-nothing teerh we haye in the 
hemisphen* of the Church as Xonconformista. 

Think. Sir, how manj jarring " gríndere " we 
hare in our religious commiuiities. Talk about 
tooth-aohe bodilv. whj it is "* paradise " compared 
with the ttx»th-aehe the poor minister has to en- 
du]>? in the *' the bodv which is the chuich." 

To enumerate. there is one of those Prow^mU 
Jàêc-^*. one of the front-rank gentlemen ; jon may 
always know him through being a few acres in 
land, and a few hundreds in bank-notee, and a 
few bushels in conceit bigger than his neighboim. 
He lides the fine sleek horae of OFFidAUBM, and 
does it Jehulike ! Thinga mnst go aocording to 
his expansive acreage of opinion and fiuicy, or he 
" jars " and " jaws " noet firantidj ; and not nn- 
â^qnently conveja the oontagion of his " disoider " 
to those near of kin to him. 

Then there is Ur. JSj^e^ootk " ; he is «tf «y« and 
aU ear. Watching with his criticai "goggle" 
ereiy *' point " and '* pcriod " ; dimax and paro- 
Tation ; aoeent and emphasis ; premiae and coneht- 
non ! Gestnre and modnlation ahÍTer ali OfW 
with ctnÚB of tímidity, nnder his pieccing glanees; 
into the yeiy '<hofy of hoUes" of devotíoBal 
Jbe sendf Us inererant ^a». If eray 
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èfiPafiioii of the soul and brain be not in agreement 
iríth. Úie hard and fast line of his hyper-oritical 
calibre (for such little *' Popes " always lay claim 
to •* infallibility "), then be sees bow uncomforta- 
ble be can make you, by playing unmercifully a 
jargon ou the sensitive nerves. 

Then there is Mr, Orthodox Tooth ! You mnst 
spell yonr " creed " in bo many letters, and pro- 
nounce it in so many syllables, and express it in so 
many terms as he does. Nay, you must do it iH 
exactly the same letters and words, and with pre- 
oisely the same articulation, accent and pronounci- 
ation as he does ; or he'11 kick up a tremendous 
rnmpus, ahnost drive you into a maniac, and sign 
your death warrant for purgatory ! If you unf or- 
tnnately lisp, and should say '' Bih " instead oí 
^' Shih" he wiQ inflict on you ali the pains as a pen- 
alty which a narrow shrivelled-up, little-souled, sav- 
age, and diabolical ** Bigotby " can manufacture. 

Then there is Mr. '' Baeh-tooth,^^ He is situa- 
ted invaríably a short distance round the right or 
left comer of the saored enclosure ; is never seen 
in ihe ôront for the simple reason that he oannot 
g<et there. He is exceedingly sly in is moyementSy 
inquisitive in his inquires, and pemicious in his 
designs. He is in the habit of keeping a ehack» 
book (not to make a present of a dieque now aad 
ilien for £10 ot £20 to his unhandsomely renram» 
enÉed pastor, for he does&'t beUevQ ia thstí^ 
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against the '' B-E-Y.", cnsting up, as the quarter 
OT jear enda, the joumeys walked, the engage« 
menta fulfilled, the visits made, the hours weekly 
deyoted to prajer meetmgs, dass meetings, bua* 
nesB meetings, public meetmgSy and preachin^ 
services, — ali of which are carefully chionided, 
and balanced against a fortnighfs holidaj to rest 
the weary brain at his (the miniêter*ê) oum expentê, 
and the exormous sat.ary of' £80 ! ! psb ybab, 
when he fínds the delicious fact that the salary has 
been earned ! but that the Heverend g^ntleman íb 
a balance of work in âsht to the Church or Cironit ! 
Like one haying found '' precions spoil," homedly 
he hastens to communicate the glorious discoyeiy 
to an official dignitary living close bj, and aecretlj, 
yet maliciotisly, insinoates that it's not work 
enough done for so much Fay ! That he doea not 
visit as of ten as he should, nor miasion by distrí- 
bution of tracts and open-air preaching as ho 
ought, and that it's time to see abont a change, 
for complaints are cropping up ; when the truth 
Í0y everybody else is satisfied but his own yellow- 
jaundiced self. Thus he slyly conveys the infec- 
tious animas of his own hoUowness to an ofiS.cioas 
tooth, and he to a few more of his status, who 
tuiitedly make themselves felt by jarring and 
twitching, stabbing and aching until the '' hsad '^ 
mnmg into agony can soffer it no longer, and 
/^ékã daliyerance fix>m sach rotten, treaoheroas^ , 
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and persecutmg society ! Oh, beware, of the sub- 
tle, subvertíng *' Back-Tooth " fratemity, for tbey 
are not ali eztracted yet, Sir. 

** I am glad to bear jou speak thus, Farmer 
Wbitbxini ; it is perf ectly true to my experienoe 
in eyery instance. Solomon bit tbe nail on tbe 
head wben be said, * An nnf aitbf ul man is like a 
broken tootb«' And it bas been my lot to find 
8ueb in every cbnrob to wbicb I bave been ap« 
pointed. 

Good nigbt, Farmer, it is getting late, am glad 
to bave bad tbis pleasant cbat witb you.'' 

A sbake of tbe bands, and eacb went bis way. 





CHARTER V. 

O one visiting Parson Jaques' manso wonld 

find it defícient of that delicious piece o£ 

upliolstery called *'Aii Easy Chair." "Fire 

preeentable articles of tliis kind, vaiying in shape 

and sizc, are in use occcisionalljy while generallj 

they stare with vacancy, and are indolently at ease 

doing their best to woo wearíness to their embrace, 

and offering repose witbout money and without 

price to any onlooker. 

But it is not one of tbese of wbich I am about 

to speak. It would puzzle a much shrewder man 

than a " Philadelpliia lawyer" to correctly guess of 

of what material it is made. One might ask a 

hundred persons and I query if the wbole 

''batcb " wouldn't have to doff the '' considering 

cap;" and '* give it up " (as the " little uns " say) 

as a '^ nut " beyond the strength of their '' wisdom 

teeth " to crack. It would be a splendid '^ connn- 

drum" for the youngsters ; but a '' drum,** 1 am 

Bvae, the sharpest little riddle resolver would not 

be able to open at either end to gratify his bump 

af ÍDgaiaitíveneas. 
32 
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It is made of nothing solid, and yet it is more 
substantial than *^ mahogany/' more durable thau 
*'oak," more firm and strongthaii ** wrought-iron.'^ 
It is not stuffed with ' Flock/ * Feathers,' or 
**Wpol," and yet is softer than '* Down," and 
easier than the easiest chair of human manufac- 
ture. No hand or tool of cabinet-maker its fair 
proportions touched and carved; and *^ Sartin 
Zure " it didn't jump from *' nothink " into per- 
fect shape. 

It was a clear moonlight night, with a frosty 
crispness in the air, when Parson Jaques was re- 
toming from a country meeting, in company 
with myself and another, that a poor Christian 
YÍllager known as ** Happy Billy," accompanied 
us to the distant railway station. After ex- 
changing a few sentences on a meeting our Rever- 
end friend attended there a week or ten days 
bafore, and telling us what did him more good 
than the ** T<?a," viz., to see the *'P<w«o»'* of the 
parish on the platform, he gradually glided back to 
the birthday of his soul, and told us, in a style 
original and characteristic, ali about the '^ antece- 
dents" and ''subsequents" of that unforgetable 
day. I cannot enter into the whole minutei of 
the walk and talk, but will put the ' antecedents ' 
into one terse sentence, and the '' subsequents '^ 
into another : — ^^ Before my oonverston,^* he said, 
** Iwas Ukâ a navigator^a dog without home and habi^ 
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imfwn ;" fimte *' / Âan hêen m$ luqppff ãt a priuee.^* 
And this latter. not because his cup had no 
wormwood, his life no sliadows, his sea no stocmfly 
bnt '* happj as a prínce *' despite gaunt povertyy 
acant elothing, mneh personal and familj affliction 
(there being seven or eight cbildren), small eam- 
ings, and last, but not least, a tartar-partner, who 
ridiculed his religion and persecuted him with 
aoathing seyeritT. To keep the torch of gladneoB 
ablaze amid such gasta and gales required no 
small amount of dailj grace ; to carrj the head 
«rect in confídenoe and, bathed in sunshine aga-ÍTifft 
the cntting wintrv blasts which swept round Mm» 
was patent proof the abres of his soul had twined 
themselyes inseparably around the ** Gaosa,'' 
whence hope and joy in flowering beauty grow. 
The secret may have lain in the hidden virtue of 
his unique *' easy chair." For while adverting 
to these "troublous times," he quaintly said, "I 
haye one easy chair at home, the best I oan 
find ; I don't want any other. I often throw my- 
self into it and get rest and comf ort : praise the 
Lord. My easy chair is, — AU things work togethm* 
fcr good to them that love Ood ! I can ând none so 
easy and beautifxd as that." Of course we 
complimented him on haying such a comfortable 
resting-place, and intimated that such an '' easy 
ehair," might be in allhomes. Thank Ged, maiiy 
Af ns loiow what it is to sink into it and find re- 
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pose, when ** weary and wom and sad" through 
the Toughness of the way ; when around us fade and 
íall leayes from the home-tree ; and the blossoms of 
liopeful prospecta become scattered by an East 
wind. 

For years Happy Billy had prayed for the 
oonversion of his wife, but seemingly in vain. He 
anxionsly looked for the answer, but it carne on 
tardy wing ; he stood on the hill-tops of patient 
expectation to catch the ârst streaks of the 
"acceptable day," but darkneas still wrapped her 
floul in moral night. At last the daybreak carne — 
tiie morning, long-looked-for, dawned with golden 
promise, which bore him on wings of gratitude in- 
to a very paradise of bliss, where his eye* 
brimmed over with tears because his soul was 
bubbling up with hallowed emotion and over 
with expressions of praise. So powerful were the- 
oonvictions of sin and feelings of unâtness to die, 
(God having taken a way her mother and a little 
<diild), that she wept and sought forgivenesa 
ihrough the blood, and ultimately found the pearl 
of great price. 

Poverty was their lot, his weekly wages being^ 
email, family larg^, and sickness often in their 
midat. One evening he retumed from his work — 
barge loading with mud from the riTer— haring^ 
bad but little f ood for the day. After washing 
himself he sat at table for hia sapper, but lua i«x% 
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WM only a " cmst of brettd " and a " mug of tea." 
He had, howeTer. tlie " contented mind," whidi 
iras to him a ** contiiLTial feast/' Eatmg hú 
flcant repast he cheerfullv said^ '^ Tki$ enui, 
míãte, iê ttry nr^et : I am to ifn/oytnp «Y. Blêts ik$ 
Zord ! He iê rtry gwd to iw." His Trife^ I imagine, 
was ratber disposed to complain because she hadnH 
better fare to set before bim, wben be instantly 
bnsbed to rest eveiT murmur \>j saying, 
"Bemember mv easv cbair, mate— Ali tbingB 
work togetber for good to tbem tbat loye 
God." 

In tbis be alwavs found rest from weari- 
ness, relief from eare, refuge from discontent, and 
encouragement amidst ali bis difR^eulties. He was 
one of tbose Cbristians wbose eves were anointed 

•i 

to see GoD in bis deprivations and poTerty as well 
as in bis mercies. Tbere are a gpreat many ofi#- 
eyed Cbristians, wbo only recognise tbe Lord and 
His goodness in tbe snnsbine and bejday of pros- 
peritj ; tbej never see tbe '' brígbt ligbt in tke 
cloud " tbat wraps in gloom tbeir circumstances and 
snrronndings. Tbej fear tbe cloud ; tbey look with 
suspicions eje npon reversee and losses ; and 
Tegard as an eyil portent afiSiotion and adversitj. 
To ali sucb "lâttle Faitbs" and "Fearings*' I 
wonld strongly recommend for tbeir mutual bene* 
fit tbe '' Easy cbair " of our rural Mend. Seposing 
ibare, it oearteánlj would give an impetus to their 
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f aith ; enabling them ere long to exclaim with the 
prophet Habakkuk, ''Although the £[g tree shall 
not blossom, neitlier shall f ruit be in the yines ; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the âelds 
áhall yield no meat ; the âock shall be cut ofE 
from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalis : YET I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 
the God of my salvation." 

This story Farson Jaques told his people 
the other Sundaj moming, when preaching 
from the text which was Happy Billj^s Easy 
Ohair. The application was as usual, severely 
pungent, which toned down, however, to the 
pathetic at the close. He said, *^ A great many 
JSàsy Chairs in the church I should like the luxury 
of smashing up. There are those to-day as in the 
prophet' s time who are sitting ' at ease in ZioUj — 
comfortably seated in the soft chairs of IndifPer- 
entism, and Idleness, and Self-righteousness, and 
Hypocrisy, and Selâsm, and Niggardliness, and 
Worldly Conformity — to whom religion indeed is 
an ' eaèy yoks^ and the burden of souls a ' ligM 
hurden ! ' From those chairs come fault-finding, 
fiHander, envy, boasting, mischievous suspicions, 
uncharitableness; and inôdelity — a whole brood of 
TÍpers that will sting to the yery death ! K either 
of yon, ahonld be occupying one of these ignoble 
and dangerous chairs, for your own sake and the 
sake of others I wonld urge a prompt ' up-rising * 



ttadL-ousmuaefL «.Hniteiitiiiezir-iiiapixxnç, jajSIBjÈg 
-Jíny .'JMtr* -}f 317 ^Thiistzaii biotiifflr. Wlian 
orniLifi insolt 700. Tiee ir. Waen, sfiomis w p imj jn, 
na» ir. W^uhi devils Tsmpr yon. na» ijL. Wbatt 
moknssB w^iãces. ^lirconistaiices strazghtOK^ mmd 
' waiLC * staEks in ic tâd door. izae it. WIub 
deasL zsLkss liberdieB ^ui jqxl anil mdi^' plmfa 
jQor fairefit dower. or 'jcealã yoiir citúiceaft gom, or 
amptiefl yoiir cradle-^b of litde <l«rífng- Willie^ or 
HtB old * anu chair * of a àlrer-IuuzQd and foiíá 
mather diac aat there and * watthfld joa manj a 
day/ Aen 3Ínk pmyerlÍLlIj isto the aoft Imp cf 
Ais ' best ' of easy chafra — AQ tkM^ê mmrk li- 
fttíkérfar good to tJum that latn God — and fronoL Úm 
eentre of yoor ãoxxl ahall go xzp. as iniHmae to tha 
Thzone, the sweet glad aong ol rQBtgnatioii : 
It is the Lord, let Him do wbat 
good." 





CHARTER VI. 

N the spring of 18 , a cousin of mine ran 

down fiom coUege to Bpend with us his brief 
EaÉbertide vacation. A jolly dme we had together 
too ; ha haviag thrown off the reetraint of school- 
diacipline and study, leaving his Yirgil and Homer 
at rest upon the shelves, and his mathematicg io 
qfúetly whiLe away the recess in the comer wheve 
he dropped them. No kitten could possibly plf^ 
more prankB, or plunge into more frolicsome ad- 
ventnres without getting into danger or disgrace, 
thau cousin Tim. The elasticity of the mind 
flbowed iteelf in the elasticity of his tongue and 
legs ; in short, the freedom of the one was but the 
sebound of the freedom of the other. 

We explored hill and dale, scampered oyer 

meadow and marsh, botanised the budding beau- 

tioB of the wood, and whipped the slowly creeping 

-«laters of the sullen serpentine river. To the 

frisking of the lambe and the melody of the birds, 

theve was a spontaneous responsiyeness of mirth 

a&d miisio in our natinas, while tiie bracing spring 
39 
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sunshine and breeze gaye a tonic and tone to the 
mind and nerves. 

By invitation we spent an evening with Parson 
Jaques at the manse, and a light rare time we had 
of it. Sparkling wit, meny humour, fact and 
fancy, poetry and prose ; with talks about sermon- 
making and queer people met with, formed the 
programme of the evening. 

Parson Jaques almost convulsed us with laugh- 
ter, by the descriptions he gave of certain live 
individuais he had come in contact with in difier- 
ent churches of which he had been the minister. 

There was one old fellow he told us of — an 
o£B.cial humbug, called Steward Pook, who, he as- 
sured us, was no ficticious character, but a real 
official in one of his Kentish Churches. 

'* As a curiosity," he said, ** old Steward Book 
is worth knowing, for a rarer specimen of the 
antique and odd, the querulous and disagreeable, 
surely cannot be found. He would certainly get 
an enterprising * Showman ' a small fortune by 
taking him about in a ' caravan ' for public ex- 
hibition ; and ought, when he yields up the 
ghost, to be embalmed and put among the Egypt*- 
ian mummies in the ' British Museum,' to be 
yiewed by after generations as a curious relic of 
the 19th century dissenting church officials, who 
had but 'one talent,' and that to strew briars 
aad HhomB along the pathway of ereiy unfortunat» 
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^ parson ' happening to receive an appoiatineQt to 
his church. Were you to see him once you would 
never f orget him, for he is one of those uni orgeta- 
ble being^ whose peculiar 'phiz' becomes indelibly 
photographed on the memorj ; and from whom 
you are instinctively repelled as from the for- 
bidding presence of a flat-bodied reptile, whose 
motions, like Steward Book; are a leap and a 
boundy by ' fits ' and by * starts.' 

'^ Well, his appearance at times when in one of 
his most crotchety moods (and he is seldom out of 
tibiem), is almost enough to scare a stranger into 
the ' middle part of next week.' The ârst time I 
cast eyes on him I positively shunned salutation, — 
f elt as if I could not give him the fraternal grip, or 
the password of the ' order.' Since then, however, 
the ' wheel of life ' in its revolutions has dropped 
me into his unavoidable society; to be the officia» 
ting clergyman to his o£Q.cious and important 
person and parish. 

** I am not going to be very minute or particulaor 
about his physiologioal configuration ; the only thing 
calling for a passing notice is the odd length from 
brow to chin, which, upon second thought, is only 
in perfect accord with ali natural ' Qrunters^^ and 
true to the dimensions of a Pharisee's face in the 
days of the olden time. 

** The ploughshare of f retfulness and discontent 
has left its furrows— crooked and uneven — on the 
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^nrnH». .uuI xí^^bl x psooiíaE an^ptdBBKtj to iIm 

ATH fníL ir*HiiiL7 ▼ai!a2x& Tbst òseAmà «b- 
<ãi2iij£3crLl AixiL oinL-ôziHniMzniiiL Th» «^vaHM 
imii&scLT» ;£ juitítruáim. Tzzxiiareftiziiy. raq^Bena^ aai 

** I 32tv» iiittr*i ic »ài. joa siaj koo^ s sma hj 
kbs ' '*Bup9 .' 202: I !iisv9r bisar*! Ssewti Sook 
jLfc.iÃ- I liL"^ ftí&L 2ÍnL ^rve :& iHripgrmg^ 

srçiiL'. " zhfè wnrsc :£ jcàier j^cçtí :* b«t as far 

"Í.JLZ. jxis^ =L«:irr :.: fr:Tr3i* ihiàa, saiLes^ more ef 

z.rjir.'." g I He i* & f :íí oc rài^í-v^s jwiii ci w » bot 

besa^ ftlMvt. jec nerer kaiids <vT«r a ~ erova * nor 
'faalf-one' ^unle» míder etrcnwivs reqofiit) to 
make tlMin wfaat thej shonld beu 

" He ovns amort.Arfii^ râitjfaf^wi, whidi eoB- 
eema hwmmwr áMe dc^BCte in odiíeis that nefw 
io Úèb bbfh; and dwicrieB motiTas whkk 



ft Cf^at on (fiueer ^eople. 43 

neyer had an existence ; and outlines f aults whicb. 
neyer were, except in his delirious fancj ! He has 
always a meed of praise for his own small per- 
formances, but not a word of encouragement nor 
syllable of commendation for the best and 
noblest efforts of others. The fact is, he lacks 
fedth in everj one but hirnsel/y and that breeds sus- 
picion; suspicion breeds jealousj; aud jealousj 
has microscópio eyes deeplj affected b j an overfilow 
of ' bile/ before which float phantoms of evil like 
liuge elephantS; and ghosts of imperfections that 
were neyer existent nor embodied ! Feed hinx 
with ' soft soap ' and he will fawn ; tell him ' point 
blank ' the truth and he will lampoon. Exalt him 
to the dignitj of a * Chair^ and he*li be 'most 
gracious ;' put another and a better man there 
and he will barelj be civil ! He would monopolise 
eyery * chair ' in the parish if he had power, and 
spoil eyery meeting about with his ' small talk ' if 
inyited. It is true, he was as Yain as he was Yacant^ 
and as Oonceited as he was Contracted I He was a 
difficult piece of ' flesh and blood ' to manage, I 
can assure you. 

"As a hewrer Steward Kook was among the 
most âdgety and dií&cult to please. He made a 
' rent ' in every man's garment, and discoyered an 
* objection ' in every ' deliverance.' One man's 
yoice was unmvÃical and grated on his sensitive ear. 
AnotheT's matter was too â/ry and left him unre- 
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A^*.iá»s'*s xceres iv^sv tUkf and aei him 

c!i ' 'VTT^HSw ATiTàigr*? ^ctt3Z9 VIS MnnMní and 

Ici sni ttcnrvfaL bõ:^ sz àiiSKSBOK cf Mr. &>-aiid-€Ki. 
AaicL^s 5er=»?cs ^v^re iâ—ylftiJ bnt noi sool- 

b^: =. :? fjieciTg. Xe. I vms pcosj aaid muriíminal; 

* Idhj p^9aár£i^x« ' w«E« Laslt^ ior being too fine cor 
too dirittiit : TOO bxnggfeg or too boislcrona. Foor 
<Àd f^cw ! he Í5 to be pitied. ior he miut be liie 
«rerl&stinz- TÍcdm. oi * buionsaess.' €sr the nusei»- 
ble sabjecc oí " chionie melaiichoIiA T Yoa eouli 
see it in tbe vellow of bis em^ and the saUow of Ma 
<»mplexion. and the sombreness of bis conntenanee, 
and bear it in tbe aorm w o od of bis speecb. He was 
a consummare derelopcient of a Gnunbler ; a fioill- 
biown sample of tbe generation of Fanlt-finden ; 
and certainly would baye won the medal of saperi- 
ority among tbe lilipotian race of crotcbety smaU- 
brained critics— ^Akt Âe 9rm$ cmê of omr mm# eriticÊl 
hearer» ! 

' ' He criticised men'8 ^rauMar, bless jou, (as 
tbe old women say in my conntij] and didn't know 
the mies of syntax nor the moods of a Terb. 
He criticised men'8 wmpotUUm^ and conldnt 
put five lines accnrately together. He criticised 
men'8 pronuneiatton, and knew nothing of 
jfújtalt nor anti-penult. He criticised men'8 
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Icgie, and knew no more than my quadruped 
what iras premise or what conclusion. He 
eriticÍBed men's arthodoxy, and had no creed 
other than was tied to his pinafore by his grand- 
mother, which he had never sifted for himself ! 
And if the parson didn't make him cry or 
feel oertain sensations in the region of his emo- 
U&nt, he had the wickedness to criticise his 
motwes, and the audacity to say he was not 
preaching for soais I 

'' Steward Book had a morbid f ancy for the sen- 
timental, the superôcialy the emotional in the 
pnlpit ; and judged by the caprice of feeling, and 
not by the cânon of sound judgment. His ear 
itched for ' anecdotes ' and ' incidents/ but they 
had to be of the right ring, given in the right 
iray, according to his crude and infallihU ideal. If 
it be true (and I have no reason to doubt it) what 
a disting^ished writer has said, ' that the least 
minds are the most criticai, and the oarrowest 
hearts the most censorious,' then, poor old Stew- 
ard Book, though the most importaat gentleman in 
his own estimation in the paiish, was the ' least ' in 
the domain of mind, and the 'leanest' in the 
kingdom of grace. 

** We never had a ' fali out.' Ferhaps it would 
have been better if we had, purely on the princi- 
pie that every ' snake in the grass,' if within foot 
reach shonld be crippled, if not crushed to death, that 



46 9attfon Saques* 

others may escape his subtle and poisonous sting. 
FoF; by-the-bye, I Lave heard oí his gifts in 
this direction. Fair to the face, dastardly foul be- 
hind the back. Joab-like at the meetiiig, its 'Azt 
thou in health, brother ?' while secretly the dag- 
ger stabs in undefensible parts the name or 
reputation. This is the direst meanness. To stríke 
a man unawares is cowardly ; to stab a man un- 
der the guise of fiiendship is deyilish ! ' Open 
rebuke/ says Solomon, 'isbetter than seoret 
love.' 'Faithful are the wounds of a fríend; 
but the kisses of an enemy are deceitfol.' Bat 
peace is the wisest policy if war oan be ayoided ; 
and to suEer better than to sin. It is Eook-like ta 
croak and destroy ; it is Christ-like to be patient 
and unresenting. 

'' Since I leíty his Lordship I hear, has gone from 
the church and country with his family to a local- 
ity in the archípelago of Australasia. Joy go with 
him. 

'' I have given the public a faithfal photo- 
grraph of him which has appeared in print, a 
copy of which I will give to you, before you go. I 
did it under the promptings of a deep sense of 
obligation to society at large, that Steward Book 
and his wide-spread fratemity may see themselves 
in this mirror of faithfal and imexaggerated repre- 
sentatíon, and be so filled with inward mortifícation 
aadeecret shame, that, repenting, they may beoome 
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eztinguished &om the raoe as a tribe, by being 
transíormed into amiable, cheerful, sympatlietiCy 
and Ghristlike office-bearers. I know of no prajer 
80 fitting the lips and heart of our old acquaintance 
as that of Bobert Bums's couplet : — 

* Oh would some power the giftie gie us, 
To see onrselves as ithers see tus !'' 

''I know of an old man," said cousin Tim, 
'' strikingly answering to your portraiture of Kook, 
Mr. JaqueS; if he isn't a brother, he is no distant 
Telative. He is the plague of the preacher's life, 
the obstructionist in everj business meeting, the 
pest of the societj, and the stumbling-block of the 
chnreh. Such unlovely specimens of Christianity 
and Dissent do serious damage to both." 

'• I*ve studied human nature pretty much since 
I became a minister/' remarked our host, '' and 
oan generally find an accessible door into every 
man, however cross-grained and crotchety he may 
be, but I could never find that door in old Steward 
Sook ; he was the queerest piece of hnmanity I'ye 
ever met with in my traveis thus far." 

If our religion, I interposed, doesn't make the 
erooked straight and the rough plain in out 
natureS; soften our asperities, mellow our liyes, 
and cure our tempers and crotchets, it is veiy 
evident there is more of self in the heart than 
Ghrist, and more of f orm in our religion than realiiy. 
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" lliere ia another daaB of penona," aaid Mr. 
Jaqnes, "I Teiy mueh dialike, I refiar to those 
modem Beabenites, or religioas gipsies, or doaUe- 
minded people (call them what yon pleaae) wbo 
are unstable in ali their iraya. 

" If eveiy ' fiíst-bom ' be a ' Beaben,' without 
Toots to bis cbaracter or decision in bia * make ' 
— ' unstable as water,' — ao that be cannot ' ez- 
ceL' tben I am extramely tbankfnl I bappened to 
be a lat^ hom; a link íarther down in flie 
íamilj-cbain, and not tbe Só. 1 of tbe genealogy 
or tribe ! 

*' To be told by tbe 'Pater,' tbat one ia tke 
' beginning of atrengtb ' and, tbe exceíllency of 
dignity and power/ may aonnd Teiy flattering 
and âne to tbe lover of wãp tbat ia 9oft, and 
aeaaoning tbat is bigb ; but it'8 Tery paltry compen- 
aation for tbe after-speecb, wbicb, like a * nigbt- 
mare/ mnst crusb a poor fellow abnoat to 
suffocation, tbe afternspeecb wbicb brands eternal 
instability and non-suocess on tbe boné, and biain, 
and ali of tbe sad unfoitonate. 

''I presume tbat ereiy rolling stone wbioh 
gatbers no moss in society, secular and aacred, 
to-day, is, as in tbe days of old a rambling Beuben, 
a non-excelling first-bom. If tbey are round 
stones and life is a perpetuai down-bill course to 
tbem, so tbat tbey cannot belp rolling, tben cer- 
fainíy tiíey are commendable objects of pitff» 
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But if they are rugged and ridged, and might 
be stablâ if they would ; haying a self-propelling 
power which keeps them in âtful motion — the 
everlasting yictims of * Fits-and-Staits ' — here to- 
day and gone to-morrow, without any occasion for 
transit whatever, then, 'sure enough,' as Pat 
would say, they are deserving objecta of contempt. 
*' But either way, my sympathies are too aristo- 
cratic to go out in generosity and love to them, or 
my prejudices too settled and untempered to give 
them eyen standing room in my bettermost feel- 
ings. I would it were otherwise, but I cannot 
help myself. They make themselves so utterly 
repulsivo that an anti-Eeubenite recoils £rom them 
with a maj estie disdain, of course offering no 
apology for such conduct. You can repose no more 
dependence in them than in a rotten reed, and get 
little more from them for benevolent purposes than 
from a Cornish spar or a Kentish flint. And 
as to actual practical service to society, why, if 
they were suddenly removed from its midst, they 
would no more be missed than a solitary star from 
the infinito wilderness of star-worlds. No octayo 
volume will be required to chronicle and pròclaim 
their * works of faith and labours of love,' for they 
never continue long enough at one thing to make 
it either a success or a failure ! They accomplish 
nothing. They are always deciding but never 
decided. They are fussy but £ruitles8. They 
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conceive a piau but miscarrT. Thej begin bnt 
are not able to fíniâh. Thev are a bundle of be- 
ginnings without endings — endings in the sense of 
completion. Unstable, nnstable, thej cannot 
excel ! 

** I ând a fag-end of tbe ancient tríbe pitcbiiig 
their tents at intervals within the boands of my 
ecelesiastieal terrítorr ; and it is reallj an nmuaing 
though unprofitable recreation to watch their * ins ' 
and *outs/ and * ups ' and 'downsM I often 
measure people ^jon see I am a dangerous char- 
aeter to come in oontaot with) without 'tape,' 
•foot-rule/ or 'yard-^jtiok.' and weigh them with- 
out actual scaloí? : but the ' Eeubenites ' need 
noith**r the ou^í nor the other, for ficklenees being 
the ineTÍt*We law under which thej *live and 
mv^w and hav^ their being,' it is stereotyped in 
<«pitaU u|x>u them. that he who 'runs may 
Y^d/ Thev he<jur the n^port of a remarkable dis- 
i4^v oí eUvutiv^n by the newest Beverend Anival 
\u th^Ht KvQ^Ut\\ and« being the Yictims of a 
\^nv>^tY ^(vjiMu. they hasten at the earliest oppor- 
t^ui^v ^^ |::¥«ili(y their inoidinate noTelty-loying 

'' N^M $aMvilh there is a little extra bnsineis 
^ th%^ ^^^Hi\'ulav 9«m<^aarr. the pew-openers hatê 
^^(i^gr^ tv\ vlw whioh \VT«i« their faces with angolio 
AU tKtjk f^rtvkw» which a sad and nn* 
kad plougbfid dee|^ are filled np 
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and filled out, and from the seeds of gloom and 
giiet has risen a harvest of sunshine and delight. 
By the next Lord's-day thero is a rush for sit- 
tings ; and pew after pew, long at ease in Zion, 
staring with uneloquent and unsympathetic 
yaoancy at the brother departed, now become bnr- 
dened with ^flesh and blood/ and inhabited by 
liBtening eyes and *itching ears.' They never 
miss an opportunity of hearing their eloquent 
* Apollos,' and seem never to tire of imposing on 
you voUey after voUey of * interjections,' and * ad- 
jectives,' and 'adverbs' relative to his pulpit 
performances. They appear «o happy, if a peculiar 
twist of the face means that : and so pious, if 
spasmodic ejaculations (startling to Squire Ner- 
Tous and his family) indicate it ; and so feasted, if 

close attention signiâes such. 

# # « « ♦ 

** We leap the gulf of a few months, and find 

that inquiries are made by the E.E.V. (so much 

admired) as to the whereabouts of Mr. So-and-So, 

etc/ *He has noticed, as every earnest minister 

would, their pews empty for some short time, and 

naturally wonders at the * why ' and * wherefore.' 

But before he gets a response they are present 

again, just once in the day, somewhat late in their 

arrívaly and evidently listless in attention. Again 

there is an interval of absence for three or f our 

successiye Sabbaths, and so they come and stay 
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away, till at lengtL tbe sittings are glyen up, and 
the favourite resort and unequalled 'Beverend' 
abandoned. On investigation it tums out that a 
JUr. NewcoTMr has captivated their ears and won 
their presence ; and that this has been their inva- 
TÍable practice £rom time out of date. 

** No loss, however, is sustained by their exit; 
perhaps their room is better than their companj, 
for they refuee union with the chureh (though 
ihey like admission to ali its religious ordinances 
and means); it may be for the little quarterly con- 
tribution they would be supposed to dole out; 
while the boxes at the doors seldom or, neyer re- 
sound with the fali of coin from their purses. 
Being of the * tribe of Eeuben,' they are * unstable 
as water/ hence cannot *excelM From such 
wandering gipsies ' Good Lord, ever deliver us.' 

"But there is another branch of the same family 
^ho reKnquish not the * tenure ' they have in oup 
territory, and yet are seldom found at home. They 
are well up in the Almanac of the Ghurch, ue., axe 
familiar with the * times and seasons ' when they 
«xpect an extra dish of dainties, provided by 
some * hired cook ' for the occasion. Of course at 
«uch periods you may be sure to see them in their 
places, with outward indications of an appetite as 
voracious as a crocodile's, as if they had been 
feeding upon * husks ' for a long spell (prodigal- 
like), throngh. not keeping at home. 
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'' They are religioiís gossipperSy gadders about ! 
Sesembling little ohildren who think eTeiybodj'8 
TÍctoals are better than their mother's ; who loathe 
a dinner of yenison at home for a dish of herbs 
abroad. Or like poor, silly sheep that wander 
away from the 'green pastores' into which the 
flhepherd leads, to the brown and barren slopes of 
the mountain-side ; from the * still waters ' of the 
eoaierald meadows to the parched and thirsly 
desert-land ! Such sheep are always lean. Such 
children are always peeyish. Such unstable hearers 
are akin to Pharaoh's ' poor and very ill-f avoured 
kine' he saw in yision hours. They lack 
lobustness of intelligence, moral muscle, and sinew, 
stamina of character and sonl ! And what marvel^ 
seeing they prefer to feed on other peoples' ^greens ' 
from home, to feasting on grand old ' roasUheef^ at 
their own table. 

''NoWy this imhealthfol gadding about from one 
place of worship to another, f osters a restlessness 
of spirit which intensifiles by time, and creates a 
dissatisfaction which grows (unchecked) into an 
utter disrelish for ali truth, and an utter loathing 
of ali worship. Feople of such impulsiye material, 
who float on the surface of emotion, and axe 
carried hither and thither by the vacillating wind 
of feelings, generally make a desperate plunge 
in the end from one extreme to another. 

'' A case in point. A certain brother for a time 
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idrLtirei iriíh o:ir * honseliald oí ÍMxátJ' a local 
preairher. &:... l»ec'iL=:e restiess mi home, then grad- 
nallv dissatisnei. anMi croiclLeiT and queer, and 
final IT- zoJk Lis depamipe froni tis. We were too 
5tr£dgL>lÃc^i and qoiex. .acsoorimg to bis broad 
oui-lo<jk and noi siifB.eirndT f!emf4t, meaning by 
that ' rannng/ He threw in bis lot with a 'party* 
oí modem growtlu pre-eminentlv noted for ' noise ' 
and " rant ' and nproaiions meetings. Hé bad 
reached bis ideaL Zeal ate np bis reason ; nn- 
govemed impulses swaved bis jndgment ; and 
beíore them be was diiren like a fragile barque 
before a tempest. Nature bad seríonsly to le- 
mind bim tbat a tbroat and cbest not made of 
galranized iron, coold not endure such exoesses. 
Afflifiinn set in wbicb brougbt bim to tbe confines 
of tbe grave^raised up as it irere from the mys- 
tic river's brink, — ' deatb's eold sullen stream'-*- 
he Bougbt tbe ' quiet resting place,' and husbed 
deoonim of tbe songless fratemitj — ' tbe Quakera' ! 
Since tben, be bas abandoned eburcbes and 
cbapels altogether, and wanders, a woisbipper, be 
sajSy in nature'8 great temple. Tbus men of tem- 
peramental religiousness yeer from one point of tbe 
'oompass' to anotber, and rosb j&om 'boiUng 
point ' to * Zero ' by a bound. 

** Sucb fickle cbaracters are a minister'8 living 
griefy and a churcb's saddest drag. Tbey bave tbe 
wiiig0Qf an angel but the talons of a yalture, 
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which tear and bleed the heart that so much needs 
the sjmpathy and encouragement of ali. The best 
and most helpful Christians are those, who have a 
Home and stioe to it ; they prosper that thuÃ love 
Zion ; while the ^Eeubenites' carried away by 
penny rattles and lialf-penny trumpets, and the 
tinsel and noise of the latest religious novelty — 
being * unstable as water ' — cannot ExcelJ*^ 

A f ew of such impulsivo religionists are in my 
Chnrch, I remarked ; to them every new thing has 
the proverbal silver tail. For a time they enter 
Tfith zest up to white heat into this and that, but 
ere long their zeal evaporates into indifference, and 
it Í8 left to other and more steadfast hands to carry 
on. The backbone of every church are those who 
are steadfast, and unmoveable, always abounding 
bx the work of the Lord: not your impulsivo 
people, who are here to-day and elsewhere to- 
morrow, ali fíre at the outset, and ali ice at the 
end. I am always cautious in my dealings with 
ihose individuais who are so gushing at fírst ; it 
won't last, depend upon it. 

The bell rang for supper, and thus terminated 
our pleasant chat on characters we have met in 
and out of church. 



CHARTER VIL 

CTpHE evening before my cousm retaraed to 
vl/ CoUege there was a miscellaneous enter- 
tainment at tlie Music Hall. The ** bill of fare " 
was a remarkably good one<~YOcal and instrumen- 
tal music, readings and recitations, a whistling 
duet; a dramatic dialogue, and an address by 
Parson Jaques. He was on the programme also 
for an original reading. 

Tim and I decided to go. Being an expert at 
stenograpby, Tim fumisbed himself with paper 
and pencil to take down Parson Jaques two 
efforts. 

The choir led off with a chorus from Handel: 
then foUowed a well-rendered recitatíon from 
Shakespeare evidently by no amateur at that kind 
of thing. A duet ensued with pianoforte acoom- 
paniment ; and then the address by our Mend. 
It was a kind of parable ; whioh he gave with 
his characteristic force and fluency of language^ 
and applied with skilful effect. 

'^I presume/* he said, "you never heard of 
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a remarkable episode as transpired the other daj 
in my study. I was sitting at my desk as usual, 
confronting my library, and writing on a tlieme 
interested to myself and important to ali — viz., 
Cause and effect, — when with the suddenness of 
lightning, ali my books became instinct with life, 
aud leaped simultaneously from the shelves on 
which they stood, and danced like frenzíed fairies 
(hundreds of them together) around my study 
table, singing,— 

We nothing wero, we something are, 

From nowhere we did come ; 
Ali we contain, no head with brain, 

Conceived lhe mighty sum! 
Ourselves we wrote, without a thought, 

And printed true and olear; 
And now ali bound, we dance around 

Anon on shelves appear. 

*' Startled and stunned, and pitched for the 
moment on my * beam ends ' by such clatter and 
oonfusion of tongues and feet, I at length bade 
them ' be still ; ' and resume at once their book- 
like quiet and proper positions, and not to embark 
ia a riot of that kind again. Obedience wa& 
prompt. Order being obtained, I sat and drove 
the quill as before, the sentiment of their rhyme 
tmreeling the thread of thought. Out of ' nothing 
iK>thi^g comes/ I wrote, and this is conceded by 
the disciples of the school of negation ; therefore^ 
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frrjin. somedrin^. ev^cytitízi^ ULTiat baTe ariginated. 
Xo efEect c&n. be jriaUr xhaji rts canae nor cêmtrmj 
to its canse. Ifatser cazmot produce mind any 
more than a warch oan ereace time ; nor time in- 
TezLt a watch anT jnore than mind can resolTe 
itselí into matter. Ou this topic lei me, then, 
ffpeak in mj own waT a little. Imagine, yoiir 
iratcii saddenlj sorpiising too. Mr. Chaiiman, one 
daT bv startin^ a eonrersation in yonr pocket, 
sajizLg in andible phrase and tone, — 'I spíang 
spontaneonslT into my piesent shape, size, and 
mechanism : no hands handled me, no toois ma- 
nipolated me. no eye adjosted my delicate springs, 
âtted my screws, rirected my pins, rounded my 
wheels, and jewelled my holes ! Not a partide of 
me onee was ; not a mind conceived me, nor an 
artificer made me ; I simply thougkt I would be, 
and instantly willed myself into oíder, form, 
eymmetry, and time with. tke old sun, and 
have kept myself in health, and rectitude, and 
being ever since ! I am, because I wonld be ! ' 
Wby, you wonld shake the old ticker and reply,— 
* Thou old f ool, thine is the speeck of a maddened 
brain, the sophistical condosions of sophistioal 
premises. Thou knowest not whereof thou dosi 
affirm. Nothing cannot generate something; eveiy 
effect must have an adeqnate cause. Thou m4, 
because a superior and contríving mind determined 
to make ibee, and so launched thee into the uni- 
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verse of inventions ! ' 

** Now, wliat your watch Sir, imaginatively says, 

eyery abettor of No-Godism actiMlly aí&rms rela- 

tive to the world in whicli he lives, and the body in 

whioh he breathes. Eejecting a great First Cause, 

he asks you to believe that matter is an eternal 

existent, that it is infínite in extent and duration« 

Vital, conscious, inteUigent, self-evolving, self- 

regulating, self-adjusting and beautifying — giving 

birth to instinct, reason, will, conscience, love, 

hatred, doubt, faith, worship. Yea, adoming 

itself with ali mental and spiritual capabil- 

ities and powers, and so elevating effects to a 

vastly higher and superior platform to their 

cause ! It asks you to believe that the sun lit its 

own fires, the stars whéeled themselves into their 

own orbits, and the trees gave birth to their owa 

roots and sap, shaped their own trunks, and 

decided their own varied species ; that the 

flowers pencilled their own petals, begat their 

own fragianee, and put Kfe into their own roots ! 

That the mountains piled up their gigantie 

masonry ; the ocean scooped its own basin, out- 

poured its own waters, reared its own sand-bars 

and rocky barriers, and begat its own progeny of 

finny m3rriads ! That the storms harnessed their 

own steeds, the elonds poised their own balancings, 

the birds plumed and painted their own wings, 

and set to song their own yoices ! In a word, it 
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asks you to believe, that the universo was its own 
architect and builder, matter its own souroe and 
«entre, and time its own father and founder! 
Such montrous absnrdities arouse ali the artíllery 
of your righteous scom : and amid the roar of logic- 
g^ns, the explosion of air bubble argumenta, and 
ihe wholesale slaughter of sophisty, absurditj 
and contradiction, a strange scene transpires in 
Nature's great Opera-house, — a concert on a mar- 
T^ellous scale, with unaccountable saddenness, its 
weird music flings upon the bewildered ear, and 
hushes contention's clamour into an almost breath- 
less quiet. Upon the stage, and around the mosio- 
stands, and at the organ great, we gaze entranced 
on sights and sounds, performers and perform- 
ances ! A fíery personage presides who never had 
the power of speech till now. Upon the organ- 
'keys fali fingers mystic and wild of one whose 
name is ' Tempest,' and £rom its blended chords 
out-rolls a torrent, and out-breaks a requiem, 
altemated with roar of thunder and wail of ead- 
dened wind ! Piece — 'D^am noiMng aU things eame P 
'*A duet next strikes up between one whose 
countenance is brightness and raiment light, and 
another whose face is darkness and mantle mght 

— First verse — 

We gave each other bemg. 

And made eaoh other roll ; 
Exact oor time a-keeping, 
E'ea though we have no acraL 
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" Next in order a glee ateais upon our ears by a 
family of choristers called ** The Seasons." The 
younger of the quartet in freshest green appears 
■with coronet of buds and violets. The next a 
florid coiintenance wears, with perspiration bead- 
like standing on the brow, in garments light and 
thin. The third is dressed in coat of many colonrs, 
with firuit upon his head and golden sheaves a-lying 
at his feet. The fourth an aged f orm with puck- 
ered forehead, withered cheeks, and snow-clad 
totteríng limb; and yoice sepulchral and deep. 
Together treble, alto, tenor, bass unite, and the 
bnrden of the glee is — 

Spring, Summer, Autumi!, Winter, 
Out of Ohaos made a venture ; 
Mxed their wheels unknown to law, 
BoUed along without a flaw 
Through sucoessive ages past; 
Bat a change has come at last, 
They into a ooncert enter. 
And back to Chãos seek their centre. 

''Upon this a terríble soene ensues: — ^The 
fleasons rush wildly back to nought, whence they 
^ame — ^the elements crash in awfol colliaion— -atar- 
worlds precipitate f rom their lof ty thrones and on 
the stage play at ' somersault/ oomets indulge in 
a game of ' chevy-chase,' the snn his regai home 
YefhsoB to leave to ope the gates of gladsome day, 
00 ihat night^s Imperial Prinoess sways her eboa 



^ 



K ikZíi hazLZs hsr svmzthj psU un-atairedy 

TszLzxccèiL o*er híAxnsid natííTui^ and tenified 
IiTT^Ar^ — and Ittfk ^ r&jLaB diaos and glàoetiy 
alecice ox orizizL&I si>Ih3fie. deash, eonfosion, lapee 
oreodon and izs crearzir»! Xo GioB yon saj! 
Xhjrn siiizK a s!€ZLe as ^his mav Tet ensae, for we 
baTe no gnarazL^ee agaínst ir. At any nioment 
soco. a oa:asaopiie may occor. 

-' Maxtir obêmí fxtm itMl/\ and woilds withont 
laws binding' diem to an ecenial centre, and that 
centre th.e rhrone oi inânite mind, spirit, author- 
itr, law. whaceTer voa may say to the oontrazy, 
ninst be lawiess. recklesa. and ultimately minous! 

'* Mattfr fíÊMMot tÂimi ! and that wbich ^cannoi 
think. cannot contrive. cannot plan, cannot poipose I 
If one onnce of matter can think, a pound 
of matter can think, and if a ponnd of matter can 
think, there is no matter bnt what can think. Can 
a plain think? Can a yalley think? Can a 
monntain think ? Can jour little finger think ? 
Bab ! Creation eveiywhere shows oontrivance, 
adaptation, co>aptatíon, forethongbt, plan, pnrpose 
— and such unmistakable evidences of intelled^ 
of character, and personality, are the Aittoorapk 
OF The Deitt ! 

' In the beginning Qt>d created the heavens and 

the earth/ is the sublime answer to the qneiy, 

Whence carne ali things ? I spell out in letters of 

leãreêf and flowers, and stars and seasonsy and 



9t an Gntertainment. 63 

creatures irrational and intellectual in nature, as 
well as on the front page in the fírst book of 
DÍTÍne Keyelation. And blessed is he who has 
ejes to see and trace, and read for himself this 
handwriting of Jehoyah in Bis Works : and who 
lias reason-power sufficient to arrive at such a 
eommon-sense oonclusion as this, that if a watch 
conld not design and make itself , that a world, 
that a iiniverse of worlds with ali it contains could 
not design^ and erect, and complete itself ! As 
every house is built by some man, so He that 
built ali things is GOD." 

Amid yociferons signs of appreciation Parson 
Jaques resumed his seat. 

Quite a noyelty in the shape of a whiètling 
duet carne next, with a £Lute accompaniment, 
joined bj the piano in the chorus. 

But much as we enjoyed the other parts of the 
programme, Tim and I had our chief interest cen- 
tred in our Beyerend neighbour, and were eagerly 
anticipating his next performance. The call at 
last was giyen ; and with MS. in hand (for it was 
to be an original reading), he stepped forth to the 
fionty and announced the subject of his paper to 
be— 

In the Fbont Eoom. 

"At a public meeting I attended many miles 
away from here some time ago;'' said Parson 



64 j^^on Saçutd. 

Jaques, '' a yenerable old mau dropped this sen- 
tance, which has g^ven rise to the paper I am 
about to give you, — * Ilire in Father*s front room, 
íohere the sun looks in the nwming,^ His words were 
onlj an exposition of his looks ; or, if you like, 
his looks were a confirmatioii of his words. A 
smile of contentment played around his lips, while 
a beam of holj satisf action irradiated his counten- 
ance, dearlj showing that, although the winter- 
tide of age had snowed his locks, shriTelled 
his outer coTering, and faded the bloom and 
g^een of earlier days, yet within Summer-divine 
reigned In the heart of the old sire, flinging 
its brightness, beauty, and mirth out at the 
Windows of the soul. The drift of his speech 
which distilled on our spirits as ' the dew of Her- 
mon ' was, on the propriety and importance of ali 
Christians presenting at home and abroad the 
snnny-side of religion. The Pharisee-face was 
rigorously condemned, and his own habitude of a 
* merry life ' strikingly contrasted (not intention- 
ally but by accident) with an ' old girl/ (to use his 
own phrase) an acquaintance of his, who lived in 
moumfulness and terrible repining, as if 'bom 
under a thunder-cloud and baptised in yinegar.' 
Johnny (as he called himself) did ali he could to 
lif t her out of her sad and melancholy self into the 
glad and sunny Ghrist ; but the whole leverage 
power oí hJB persuasivo ability and magnetíe 
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olieerfulness failed to accompllsh the desideratum ; 
and on went the matronly pilgriín to Zion, not 
with BÍnging and gladness, but garmented in 
* sackcloth ' and crowned witli ' ashes ;' wliile he 
to-day, is running — 

* — up with joy the shining way, 
To see and praisu his Lord/ 

There are Ghristians in every community akin ta 
tliis old dame, who seem to prefer the back par- 
lonr, or the back kitchen, or the nnder-ground 
oellar, where the sun comes not, and the light 
shines but diinly, to the front drawing-room or 
parlour in the house which is the Ohurch. In 
other words, there are many professing the name 
of Ghrist who have morbid tendencies, a pre-dis- 
position to 'melancholy/ and who nurse and 
nourish such viperous reptiles until they are 
poisoned to the yery death of hope and joy, instead 
of making a vigorous effort to cast them off and 
trample them beneath their feet. There are others 
again, whose outlook of life is so narrow and 
superficial, whose 'cranium' is so stunted by 
ignorance, and whose sense of right and wrong is 
warped and dwarfed, that their verdicts in the 
courts of Gonscience and the Ghurch amount to 
nothing but vapoury nonsense to intelligent^ 
broad-souled Ghristians; — they label a hearty 
laugh with Sirif and placard ali as 'publicans. 
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8Ínners, and hypocrites/ who gíye the reins to the 
humorous and jovial, and join in the innocent 
amusements and games incident to youth and 
young manhood. 

''According to their creed religion squeezes 
ali boyishness out of a boy, and ali girlislmess 
out of a girly and converts them respeotiyely 
into an old man and old woman before they 
are out of their 'teens.' That it takes ali the 
honey out of life, and âlls the goblet with 
bitters which wring the face into ali man- 
ner of repulsivo contortions, and make it a 
thankless task to know anything about * keeping 
the commandments ' and foUowing Christ. In the 
home they are like walHng SeptdchreSf grim, grum, 
and ghastly. The very ' little uns ' are a£raid to 
laughf and skip, and chatter, lest down upon 
their young patês should fali the arm of flesh, or 
on their ears grate in doleful discord a volley of 
scolds and prohibitions having the jingle of the 
religion-minus * Charitt/,^ of which Paul writes, 
(and the ' Refoieinp ' too) which is but a • sounding 
brass.' Mothers ! Fathers ! know ye the conse- 
quences pending in ali probability on your unsunny 
godliness? your long-faced, woe-begone-looking 
ehristian bearing in the house ? your unlaughable 
religion among the chubby little faces, which are 
guick to discem, and quicker to be impressed? 
Tliejr will bãve sunshine Bomewhere — innocent or 
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unholy mirthfulness somewhere ; if not around the 
hearthy or at the table, in the society of 
parenta at home ; they will seek it in other 
oircles and society, at other hearths and tables, 
from broken eistems of the world, when time 
biings fuller development and days of older 
hue. Oh, it'8 no marrei such Ghristians who 
thns ' go mouming ali their days/ should 
have sons and daughters who give themselves to 
' the pleasures of sin for a season ' ! They are 
glad to get from the cloud-land of a songless, 
smile-less, tight-laced religious domieile, into the 
broad; cleai atmosphere of the ' merry world/ even 
though it be a ' desert waste.' 

'* And what is true of them in the home is true 
of them everywhere as a rule. There was one of 
these snnless religionists, a leader of a class in a 
certain locality. Soveral young converts (females) 
joined with him, placed themselves under his fath- 
erly and fostering counsel and care. They 
attended for a f ew times, but ultimately abandoned 
going altogether. Why ? The old pilgrim was 
80 given to tinge everything he touched with mel- 
ancholy that they became more miserable in the 
class-meeting than they used to be in the world. 
His favourite and almost invariable hymn in 
«tarting was, — 

* Ah whither shall I go, 
Burdened, and sick, and faint; 
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To whom shall I my troubles show, 
And pour out my complaint ? * 

'* He couldn't sing himself, but was dependent 
on anotlier — the opposite of himself in every re- 
fipect, a bright, blithe, and clieerful Chrístian — to 
raise the tuDe. This man had endured it as long 
as he coTild, and when the old hymn "was given out 
next time he refrained from striking the tune. 
*Pitch the tune, brother/ said the old leader, in a 
minor key. *I'm not going to,' was the reply; 
'for I'm neither hurdenedy nor sicky nor faint; my 
heart is glad, and grateful, and light ; if you like 
to give out — 

" Come let us join our cheerfiil songs 
With angels round the throne," &c — 

I'll strike the tune, not else.' 

'* Melancholy hymns, prayers, looks, experience, 
and counsel, are the spoilative and destroying 
elements in our feUowship meeting. KoU baek 
the thunder-clouds, and let the Sun of righteous- 
ness âing down his healing, healthful, happy rays ; 
cast off ' the garments of heaviness,' and put on 
the beautiful robes of light and gladness, and 
surely more prosperous days shall dawn upon this 
Old and New Testament institution. 

** Certain sure, as Paddy would say, I am, that 

none of us was ever bom again of the Spirit to be 

black-eãgeà envelopes, always carrying the mes- 
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sage and bearing the marks of death ; never 
designed for the big part of life to be wrapped in 
the * weeds ' of mourning, daily carrying a face as 
long and sad as if we had a weekly bereavement ! 
Nay ; life was given to be a festivity rather than 
a funeral procession ; to be a prolonged psalm of 
praise rather than a long-continued altematíon of 
fiighs and sobs. Ohristians are pre-eminently to 
be the singing birds of creation, to make earth 
jubilant with swelling strains of inspiriting Te 
Deums, and a very paradise of hallelujah choruses ! 
Troubles, I know, will come and wrap their sable 
drapery aronnd us ; but genuine religion, with its 
i^ondrous alchemic power^ transforms them into 
garments of living light and love, and shows that 
they are the livery of heaven in disguise, causing 
us to be 'joyful in tribulation.' Yes, true piety 
walks unhurt in fire, and sings in the midnight 
hour of adversity, with f eet f ast in the stocks, and 
back ali lacerated and bleeding ! The most perse- 
cuted, laborious, and suffering Christian in the 
New Testament records, was the most contented 
and happy. He carried sunshine into the squalid 
dungeon, and made it his Father's front room, 
fragrant with the breathings of angels, and 
pleasant with anticipations and foretastes of 
heaven. So should it ever be. For none are 
fBO happy as those whom God makes happy; 
none so comforted as those to whom the 
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Holy Ghost is a ' Gomfoiter.' Let your heait, 
never grow old. Keep it nnoeasmgly luzaríatíiig^ 
amid the freshness, and dew, and gaiety oí a 
moral and immortal yonth. Look snnny ! Look 
cheerítd ! Look satísfíed ! Look ! as if the mosic 
of celestial choirs were soonding in the silent 
sanctuary of the soul, and as ií to-morrow mondag 
you were going to complete your minorilyy and 
enter on the possession of your boondless inherít- 
ance in the skies ! Look as ' the children of a 
King ' sitting at the window of your ' Father^s 
front room,' daily ezpecting His chariot to take- 
you to the JBome over There ! " 

During the ovation which f oUowed, Tim and I 
left for home, wondronsly charmed with th» 
entertainment. 




CHARTER VIII. 

v3J" AKING up my Montbly Magazine wbich 

^u/ had just come to liand — a periodical 

largely in circulatíon among the cloth and one 

to which I have been a subscriber for years — 

•oonning the wrapper contents, my eye was arrested 

by the striking títle of one article — ^'Clerical 

Stealth " — and with curiosity ali aglow I hastily 

tumed to the page indexed, and found it was by 

Parson Jaques. This, instead, (as in some instan- 

•ces is the case when the Anthor is known) detracting 

from the interest of the article, only added ^keen- 

ness to my appetite ; and with rapidity I devoured 

the piece. 

It appears that some young prig of a preacher, 
wanting to be somebody bigger than himself, 
giíted with a tenacious memory, had been found 
ont reciting (parrot-like) other people's sermons. 
The incident having been narrated to Parson 
Jaqnes, he moralised on it, and sent it to the said 
Monthly for the good of ali concemed. 

By his permission, good reader, you shall haye 

it as there giyen. 
71 
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"Kl djiildn'! be fine-looking withoat wear- 
ing other pec*ple's âneiy. I vonldn't be fine-lookin^ 
at ali : Fd raiber be the plain. homelj old cbap I 
am than be iigg€d-oat and danJied-pff in bor- 
rowed or stolen gannents; and if I ooiildn't 
be a grand or popular preaeher bj sennona of my 
own making, I wouldn^t sell my manlinesa 
and principie and oonsdence simply to be tbought 
mnch of by leaming and redting like a scbool-boy 
other nien'& grand sermons : not I ; Fd be myself 
or I'd be nobody at ali ; now that'8 plain-speaking.' 
So spake an intelligent and shrewd, bat matíc- 
looking old man as he retnmed from a certain 
plaoe of worship in company with one of the seat- 
bolders, wbere he had listened to a young minister 
(popnlar among his poorly-read hearers) who had 
repeated a grandiloquent sermon from a yolome 
published by a eelebrated divino. The detector 
had read the sermon not long before, and it had 
made an indelible impression on his mind ; ao that 
he was prepared to write ' TMef! * on the ' broad- 
cloth/ or * Alas, it was homnoed^ on the fine 
effort. 

'' Of course it was swallowed down by the ma- 
jority in the audience as * the finest of the wheat,' 
as a wondeiful discourse : and it lifted the ' dear 
young man ' a f ew f eet higher in their good opin- 
ion and affections. Bnt among a few sober, 
tboagbt&d, and judicions heads the flaáh of 
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oratory seemed too brilliant, and both the thought 
and language too sage and mellow, too fuU- 
bloomed and doctor-like for one so green in the 
work, and soyouthful in experience and limited in 
attainments. The young kev. carne down from 
the pulpit with an increased volume of self-con- 
80ÍOUS dignity — higher at the instep by several 
degrees, and on far better terms with himself than 
he had ever been before — thinking only of what 
an extraordinary time he had had, And what a 
grand impression his auditory had received of his 
unique gifts and enchanting eloquence ; not know- 
ing that though he had gone up like a rocket he 
was to come down like the stick ! 

''The detector of this learnt discourse being 
naturally of an impulsivo and out-spoken make, 
and a hater of false pretences, and every kind of 
deceit ; and not being entrusted with the f act as a 
secret by the key. that it was his wont so to do, 
at once, without a blush or blunder, let the ' cat 
out of the bag ' in the manner I have indicated. 
The resnlt can be anticipated. It put the dagger 
into his rising reputation : it strangled his âower- 
ing popularity : it threw him on his own scanty 
resources and undeveloped powers, and a sorry 
figure he cut : it crimsoned him with shame, and 
buried him early and for ever in the grave of 
public prejudico and contempt. Of course he was 
desperately annoyed with the old gentleman for 

K 
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telling oQt the trath, and being openly honesta 
irbile he was false and secretlj thieyisli. Bat 
lighteonsly the annoyance should have been on 
the other side (and eventoally it shifted ronnd 
there], at his publicly tiring to deceÍTe his hearen. 
If a yonng man can't walk withont stilts, then he 
had better not walk at ali. If he wants to soar 
and can't ^ithout bonowed wings, he had better 
crawl, or creep, as best he can. And if a young 
dei^yman is ambitions to preach fine disoonrses ; 
ambitioas to electrify an andience by his sermome 
eloquence, and hasn't the plack and brain to 
gratify his ambition, bat is dependent on commit- 
ting to memory and reciting cerbatim ei UteraUm 
the cream of printed sermons, he had better go 
home and foUow an honest secular calling, — ^fòr 
€k>d never calls dishonest, incompetent, and hypo- 
criticai men to preach His gospel; hence, his 
place in the ministiy he has terribly mistaken : to it 
he has not been called : for it he is not qualified ! 
I haye as mnch right to pretend to be a master 
tailor without knowing how to make a garment, 
or a carpenter without knowing how to make 
a window-sash or wheelbanow, as t^ set np 
to be a preacher and not know how to make a 
sermon. We are to be Wokkmen, — not simply 
good Memorisers, correct and dever Beciters of 
dead or living men's words, ^c, — our dnty is to 
inveotf to Aame, to bmld, to cteate, to think, and 



(CUxhàl ibUãltf^. 75 



speak as * workers together with God.' 

** I have ever been thankful for an important 
pieee of advice given to me by a highly-esteemed 
Brother when I assumed ' holy orders : ' allow me 
to reproduce it here, and presa it upon every can- 
didate for the mmistry who perchance may sight 
it : — ' I want you not only to be a diligent reader, 
but an independent thinker. To refer to the 
8mitli's shop for illustration : get ali the iron you 
caa from any and every quarter, in any and every 
í^liape ; but always make it red-hot in your own men- 
tal fires, and hammer it out well, according to your 
own judgment, on your own mental anvil. If you 
do this persistently and invariably, in the course 
of years you will be surprised and delighted with 
the resulta of the noble experimenta The advice 
has been acted on peraistently and invariably, and 
tho prophecy has been fulfQled. The early efforta 
of course bore the stamp of intellectual juvenility, 
nevertheless they had the ring of originality. 
They were not abreast the plagiarists and sermon- 
■tealersy but they were genuine unreelings of 
ihought from my own mental spool, — the out- 
come of my own mental aelf — and atrength to 
think, to plaU; to construct, to create, grew with 
repeated effort ; and the pleasures of sermonic 
creationa to-day are second only to the pleaaures 
of conacioua acceptance in the beloved. 

« The mere reciter of other men'8 aermons ia a 
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kind of trinity-in-imity : audacity, stupiditj, and 
limited Bpirítualitj must inhere ia his personalily. 
Such an one must have nerves of steel and a face 
of brass to confront an assemblj to give word for 
word the splendid brain and heart effusion of a 
popular Author. And his stupiditj can only be 
oommensurate with his audacity : for the iatelli- 
gence of bis bearers he must gauge at a very 
email rate ; be must set tbem down as sadlj defr* 
cient in judgment, discriminating power, know- 
ledge of books, periodicals, and sermonic literature, 
(a thing exceedingly unlikely in tbis age of unez* 
ampled sermon-reading), and couclude tbat be 
alone bas tbe book out of wbieb be leams bis 
eacred task ! And wbat about tbe spiritualiiy of 
sucb an individual ? If bis memory is rigbt, cao. 
Iiis beart be ? If bis nerves are strong, can bis 
motives be puré ? If bis recital be faultless, 
can the effect be soul-saviDg ? Can be consistently 
front God and say he bas done his duty ? Can he 
conscientiously look for the divioe blessing on 
endeavours? What about tbe strict honesty of 
the act if not acknowledged ? Is it not appearing 
in a false ligbt, makiog a false impression, moving 
in society under a false name, bearing false hon* 
ours, and leadiog a false life altogether ? He is 
measured by bis pulpit pei*formances to be a giant^ 
when in reality he is the veriest pigmy ! He is 
credited with being remarkably oLever, when in 
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trath he has not ma^tered the ▲ b o of sermon- 
making. Oan such hypocrisy prosper? Oan it 
secore the eternal smile aad benediotion ? What 
about the injustice, too, it iaflicts oa his brother- 
ministers ; especlally the one or more with whom 
he labours? Is it dolag as he would be done 
unto? Is it loving his neighbour as himself? 
Are not they at an unrighteous disco unt in the 
publlc estimatioQ slde by side with hlm ? Is it,' 
I ask, eitherfair to his brethren who spin their 
own material, or honest to the public who accord 
os eredit for being ourselves ia matter and manner 
in the pulpit ? A thousand times no ! There is 
a big kernel of truth as well as a smack of humour 
in the following,— ' As childrea are fond of dress- 
ing themselves up in grandfather*s coat and hat, 
so the pigmies are fond of preaching the sermons 
of giants.' But it is time (according to my clock) 
sucli pigmies should be knocked off their hypocri- 
tical pedestal, and made to stand on their own 
feet and walk in their own shoes, or retire from 
public gaze altogether. * Giants are giants still 
though stood in valleys, and pigmies will be pig- 
mies still though perohed on pyramids.' An 
anecdotal quotation and I will soon rein up : 'A 
minister had preached in the morning a very good 
sermon, and promised to finish the subjeot in the 
evening. Lucklessly the wife of the friend for 
whom he was preaching recognised the sermon, 



1 



78 ^aríton Saqut»* 

and went to her hiisband'8 bookcase between the 
seryices and laid the preacher'8 sermon on the 
study-table he was to occupy. She had a wife'8 
jealousy for her husband'8 reputation, as the 
strange preacher had outshone him.' To the der* 
ical wives from Dan to Beersheba of the ecdesi- 
astical empire I would say, — \Oo and do Ukewisê ' 
whenever the opportunity tums up. Duti/ demanda 
you to defend yoiir hu8band's reputation, and not 
more so than when it is assailed or jeopardised by 
auch an iinlawful and unholy practice. 

** It may be asked, What are sermons printed 
míd published for ? I answer, certainly not to be 
leamt and recited ; but to be read, to instruct, im- 
presSy stimulate and snggest. Should any brother 
oí the doth, addicted to this vice, read thia 
paper, I am afraid it will tum him pale, then 
angry ; and to the fires of his indignation it will 
be consigned, ne'er more to see the light of his 
ooiintenance in the land of the living. Heartily 
we say Amen ! So let it be ! if it work in him a 
perfect cure." 

Slipping a half-penny wrapper around the 
Magazine, I posted it to cousin Tim, who, with 
his Oollege Chams, I knew, would enjoy the 
''take-off" immensely; while to some it might 
prove a word in season. 

As soon as it got known it was in print, quite 
M aaBOãtíon was produced. The young Bererend 
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Woold-be-somebodj was scowlinglj indignant 
trom head to f oot ; and as soon as the door of 
cpportanify opened, through which he could 
effeot an exLt, he yery speedilj shifted his quarters 
to regions bejond, that he might pitch his tent 
again in quietness, and resume his wonted work 
of sermonio theft, and perform his ezploits of 
memoiy. 

The disease in this case was chronie and 
inoorable. 
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CHAPTÈR IX. 

CSTHE dríving of the ''quill" was no taak ta 

^U/ Parson Jaquea, nib after nib would be 

naed-up, and snperannnated from íts scratching and 

■pitting, in the course of a month ; and quite a 

lítde reeeiYoir of ink dried np in a year. He 

lias bent over the desk, Fye heaird him say, 

ofien, nntil bis cheet bas acbinglj proteated 

against sucb bard usage, and tbe band ali palsied 

bas weaiiedlj pursued its waj. Of course, tbis 

iriiting coyers a wide área of g^und— correspond- 

enoe, literárj scribbles, sermon, speecb, and 

lecture manufacturing, and tbe Tarious etceteras of 

panonic lif e. 

In addition to publisbed books and pampbleta^ 

and oontributionB of sermons and essajs to two or 

tbree religious publications, Mr. Jaques bas stmck 

oS. a yarietj of '' tit-bits," or as be calls them 

•* Chips," to ligbt fires of bope, joy, comfoTt^ 

stimulus, tbougbt, recreation, love^fires of merrí- 

ment and meditation in parlours and kitcbens, 

MTOund irbícb tbe old f olk may gatber, and the 
60 
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children dance, and laugh, and sport, and 8Íng, 
without being singed or burnt. ** Chips, which 
if they happen at anytime," he says, ** to touch the 
spring df the risible faculty, or cause the dew of 
tears to fali on the âushed cheek, or excite the 
ihrill of mirthful emotion, or the inspiration of 
noble impulse, resolve, holy ambition, the blame 
is not to be laid at his door, nor the praise to be 
"WToathed around his head," for their effects he 
oannot be responsible for. 

A few of these ** chips " I have recently come 
upon in an old set of Magazines and elsewhere, a 
basket of which I now place at your disposal. 
Bemember they are *' chips," so that you can 
commit them to the fire of your forgetfulness if 
you like, or lay them up for future use. 

Someone has said, ** show me a man's chips'* 
and I will tell you what kind of workman he is ; 
this let me tell you that Parson Jaques' chips in 
aknost every instance have a little history associa- 
ted with them ; while they intentionally give the 
'* straight-tip " to ali parties concemed. 

That he was no abettor of the unwarrantable 

PEIESTLY ASSUMPTIONS 

of the day, will be clear from the following 
outspoken tit-bit. 

*• Many of the vilest corruptions of religion 
have originated in men being permitted to act the 
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príesc TO zrlzh::iSL tà.e ígnorazit bj tbÃ «aBomed 
p3v>^r xnÁ i-ra7r> -râiHiL by dLsr gargeons attire. 
Priesdj oonfeãBoiL is a despedem aí âie díreet 
lz3.d : tzie pnrrh.x-wd abãolTidoiL mnl the ale of 
TTKJTiIgeTitzieg. are terrible azui dsmiiing d^nãons. 
Tliej are degratiiTig ro rrxn and dishononiing' to 
Crod- Ttej poisou and perrert the inteUect, de- 
bate the moral seiLse. and blnnt the fine edge of 
conscience. Onr readers are noc ignorant of the 
moveiTLeiít among na to-day bj Protestant-papiatSy 
i.e. those papistioal wolTes iTxxnziatmg in fat 
Protestant chuich Kvings^ to restore the filthj con- 
fessional and degrading saceidotalism of the sad, 
dark. cruéis bloodv dajs. when England was nn- 
der the iron hoof of Popedom. These aubtley 
insidions, and dangeroos insurreGtiomsts are 
working with the daiing of ont-laws and the 
energv of an iron wilL They are lajing the 
gnnpowder of their pemicions designs aronnd 
the basis of onr New Teetament Priesthood, and 
will ultímately seek the opportnnity of kindling 
the spark which shall shiyer the yenerable edifice 
to ruins. Shall we as intelligent citizens submit 
to it ? Shall we as stannch Protestant religionists 
surrender withont a stmggle the priesthood of onr 
C/hriflt ? Shall we cooUy look on and allow the 
confossional, with ali its black and fotd assooi- 
iitions, to be erected in onr midst; and 80 
reJínquÍBb the Oharter oi onx Ereedom, and the 
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safeguard of our national, social, and ecclesiastical 
puritj, prosperity, happiness ? Never ! To a 
man, then arise, and denounce the least Home- 
ward tendencj ! Assert yonr rights as English 
subjectSy fling defíance in the face of popish par- 
sons, and unshrinkingly hnrl your anathemas at 
their Komanising trickeries and Jesuitical ped- 
lery ! No confessional ! No priest-craft ! None 
"but the priestly médium of access to God — Jesus 
Christ the **Priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec " — will we acknowledge. Shrined in- 
manhood transcendently beautiful and true, He 
exercises His official authority and discharges His 
ofiOLcial function, so setting forth His twofold 
estate of humiliation and glory. 

**Wherefore, consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus : and with. 
infínite contempt, protest against every modem 
assumption of sacerdotal interference, authority^ 
and power ! ' 

Strong words and cutting sentiments ; yet only 
the truth, and nothing but the truth. The 
words therefore, are not two sword-like, nor the- 
attack too severe. 



(M ND that our reverend friend never saw any 
ç^ lingering trace of the old family likeness 
(the Monkeys), according to Charles Darwin, as he^ 
viewed himself in the looking-glass, and didn't^ 
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believe lie was the improvement made at an j period 
in the history of Anthropos, of such reputed 
remote relatives, is evident írom the Chip entitled, 

THE FIRST MÀN. 

'^ I presume, you have stood in the galleries of 
thought; and gazed entranced at the gorg^ns 
theatre in which the ârst of onr species with his 
sinless bride acted the Edenic Drama. 

** Did ever Wisdom design with such fatiltlesB- 
ness? or Power build with such materiais? or 
Beauty paint with such colours ? or Wealth fum- 
ish with such luxuriance ? 

'* Could you see clearly enough to decipher the 
* lily-work ' of divinity on its mountain-pillars, 
■and the mystic address of the Invisible Designer, 
gold-lettered in world-jets quivering in perpetuai 
flame in the awful over-arching dome ? and syl- 
labled too in daisy-type upon the emerald sward 
over which their glad feet tripped? Imagine, 
what must have been the feelings of awe, wonder, 
rapture, and great solitariness young Adam was 
the subject of, when perfect from the hands of his 
Creator-God he stepped upon the carpet, and o'er 
him âung his gaze, and round about and ali below 
beheld the maryels of a nameless One, whose 
breath the pulses of his deathless being a throbb- 
ing sent ! But strange he did not f eel, nor UUat* 
Àcmâ amid such wide expanse of room, and 



la^ishment of Mind and Beauty ! In his unsullied 
soiil there laj much that was responsive to the 
€hreat Father-Spirit, from whose hands he had 
newly come ! A conscious oneness with his 
Maker joung Adam felt, till sin his fortunes 
ruthlesslj reversed. 

" Oh, what a home ! With walls of crystal — 
transparenty lofty, — whose foundations were reared 
on nothing! With roof of ether-texture— blue, 
doud-looped, far-sweeping — from which the siin 
the moming flung, and noon and dnsk, from 
irhich cool sombre, sullen night its weird 
wings outspread, ali hiing with lamps of lust- 
T0U8 twinkle ! What a home ! with sjlvan 
flod for carpet : landscapes such as pencil never 
sketched or bmsh made living on the canvas, 
hiing massively upon its walls for pictures — 
original, sublime ! With bowers ambrosial and 
faii, in which Hepose was wooed and won ; where 
blossoms, fruits and flowers vied with each other 
to excel in breathing sweetest odours ; and chor- 
isters of richest plume and fleetest wing their 
* choruses and solos rendered with faultless time 
and tune ! Home ! of painless and -perfect ph^aíque, 
oloudless mind, sinless spirit ! Never did sun 
look, nor moon laugh, nor stars sparkle on such a 
home. Magniâcent abode to bring a Gk)d-made 
Bride ! Divinest Sanctuary in which the Elohim 
was wont to walk ! 
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*' Bat the TenaMt far oatstzipfi in ereij aense 
Lis Boval Besidence : the JfiiJi si^mor is by 
greatest odds to Ms £úrest home : a nniyerse of 
Edens won't compare with. the imatmie oí the first ! 
Bv so mueh as Mind is snperior to Matter, Motion 
to Inertia, Spirit to senseless existence, bv so much 
is the homan actor — intelligent, sentient spiíitual, 
immortal — superior to and greater than the Tkeatre 
on which he plays his part. And gbeateb why ? 
Becaiise alone he held a filial relationship to that 
which illimitablv transcends matter, laws, life, — 
the Infinite spiritnality ! Gbeater Why? Be- 
cause from within there peered ejes alone the 
propertj of spirit-being, which saw Beautj in the 
flowers and stars, Wisdom in the plan and pur- 
pose, Power in the work and wonders, Groodnesa 
in the arrangements and results, Authority in the 
laws and regulative Forces of Creation and ita 
Creatnres ! Certainlj, there must haye been exis- 
tent in yonng Adam qualities respondent to those 
which lay in rich profusion without — ^Idealitj ta 
see the Beantiful; Heason to discem the Wisdom; 
Judgment to estimate the Power, Beneficence, 
Authority. Divinity within echoing to the silent^ 
but eloquent appeals of Divinity without. Now it 
certainly is strange if one piece of clay can talk, and 
think, and judge, and mentally create, and mor- 
ally discem between right and wrong, truth and 
£il3ehood, gooà and evlL, and This as the result 
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not of difference in original constitution; but as 
the result of gradual evolution from one species 
to another and a higher, nntil reaching this 
extraordinary nltimatum of mental and moral 
creature-hoods : that no other pieces of claj 
undergo such marvellous transformations and 
attain to such a climax ; and that no such meta- 
morphosis of species has taken place since man 
ihe anal leap from monkeyism took to present 
Oodlike form ! How is it Mr. Darwin's coveted 
ancestors never gain ttie Postura, Majesty, Intel- 
lect, Eloquenee, and Moral Sentiments and 
fiympathies of men to-day ? 

" If monkeys once became men, why not now ? 
Are species and genera at last become permanent, 
positive, final ? If so, how ? whbn ? 

'* Who did it ? and why was it done? Has 
the law of such development and change become 
nil ? Surely, it was a tremendous stride, and an 
awftilly sudden and solemn one too from GoriUa- 
hood to manhood ! From Brute-life to Divine- 
life ! From un-accountabie irrational animalism, 
to moral responsibility and Deific relationship ! I 
am not ignorant of the leaping-capàbility of monk- 
eys, but whoever saw such creatures jump the 
bridgeless unleapable guK from monkeyism to 
manly erectness, dignity, language, intelligence, 
and virtue ? 

'' Again, the advocates of the ' transmutation of 
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^mçerr- .c g'iT-r-i«iiy -rEmõt isv B^oatr in the 
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M« t^ B>Mix£^: KdOiMn to âbcem the Wisdom; 
Jttij^cMtu »j «sCBUse the Fower, Beneficeoce, 
Atttbonrr. DÍTuutT vithin edioing to the ulent, 
l>ut eIs.Hja«» app««lsof Dirinity wiihout. Now it 
(."«tainly is stiange if oae pieoe of da j u. 
tlunk, and judge, and meolallj creata 
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Bpecies ' discard as fabulous the Mosaic aooonnt 
of Man' 8 origin and make, heeause no one wUnesãed 
the moulding process and the fashioning Hand ! How 
could it be ? How possible ? Man could not 
attent until he wan, Himself the anal link in the 
wondrous chain of creative acts, could he aee 
himself forged ? The coneluding chapter in 
Creation'» volume, could he witness hiniself 
oompilod and the story ânalised ? Because the 
impoBsible was beyond his reach, must he in 
coiiHoquííHíjo be orphaned from the Great First 
CauHo, and doomed to protoplasm, molecular form- 
ation, Hj)f>ntanoous generation, evolution, or trans- 
iu utation ! I grasp the hilt of the Objectors' 
blaílo and on them lay its keenest edge, interroga- 
ting oaí;li and ali : — ' Pray tell me, Sirs, whoever 
witnrjHHod a reptile undergo development into an 
augiiKt nian ? Do you say no witness can be found, 
that n(in<) has o ver been heard of ? ' Then be con- 
HÍHtont; and ronounce your theory as a baselees 
fabrication, a chimera of an excited brain ! 

'*Tho phyHÍological principies of spedes are 
permanent and positive in their essential character. 
Varieties may be produced, but they are not new 
creations. Modifícations may take place, but they 
are not self-originations of higher organic life. 
How comparatively easy it is to fabricate a falsity 
upon seemingly plausible hypotheses ! but how 
tf^amaZZjimjposBibleit lato transmute it into Tmih f 
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ICr. Darwin'8 theory can never be establiehed as 
'corrent coin ' in the reabn of certifíed truth. Is it 
asked why ? I answer, Ist. On Scientifio grounds : 
ihe diference of structural or phjsical organlsm 
admitted bj Professor Huxlej. Demonstration 
and experiment are against it. 2nd. On Psycho^ 
hgieàl and Religious graunds. The vast and spanlesa 
ohasm between the sensual sagacitj or instinct of a 
brute, and the creative imagination, philosophic 
acumen, and stir of the divinity within the human 
Boul. No attempt to bridge this gidf has eyer 
been made bj the advocates of this theory ! Srd. 
On Scriptural grounds, It being a £Lat contradic- 
tion of the statements relativo to the divine origin 
of speciesy particularly of man, in the first and 
seeond chapters of Génesis. 

''Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness So God created man 

in His own image, in the image of Qod created He 
liinri ; male and female created He them." '' And 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
groiind, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and man became a llving soul." What 
more sublime, more simple, more satisfactory 
aocount of human origination can there be thaa 
this? 

'''A contradiction,' says the carping sceptic. 
* Don't you see it affirms ane thing in the^«^, and 
quite another in the seeond chapter. That Gtoi 
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created man in His own image, and then that 
He f ormed him f rom the dnst of the ground ! 
Two counter statements, the one nullifjing the 
other. Such an anomalous account canies on its 
surface its own refutation and falseness." Oh! 
Iia)EED ! ! How shart-aighted scholarly Moses must 
have heen ! How long-sighted and ingenious onr 
sceptical friend must be ! ! ! ' Two statements,^ 
true ; but one is the counterpart, the complement 
of the other. Created in *The Image,' quite 
correct : Formed from the * Dust,' as correct 
as the other. Were man ali matter, nothing but 
a breathing, walking statue, then the first 
statement of Moses would be irreconcilable with 
human matertaltsm, for God is Spibit and not 
matter, hence, it would be a lie. Or were man 
4dl spiritj then the second would be a gross absur- 
dity and a self-involved contradiction, for what is 
immaterial cannot be constituted of what is mater- 
ial, or what is spiritual cannot be formed of the 
of the * dust of the ground.* But being both in 
happy harmonious, yet mysterious union : a com- 
pound of dust and spirit, of matter and mind, 
of the corruptible and the incorruptible ; allied 
to the soil in bodily mechanism and so bearing 
the image of the earthy, and allied to the 
Divinity in soul and spirit and so stamped 
TFith the image of the Heavenly, the account is 
òeautífulljr consistent and authentic. Made in 
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the * Image of God ' spirittuiUyf * f ormed of the 
dust of groimd ' physically. Thus our friend's 
ingenious ** contradictton^^ blossoms into a mag- 
nifícent conârmation of the only true theory of the 
arigin ofhuman species. 

** To ' make ' is "witMn the scope of man's 
ability ; to ' Create ' — life, thought, spirit — is 
conâned to the Infinito sweep of Godhood possibil- 
ities. Hence the ahsurdity of the theory, that 
electricity and chemical action and re-action on 
certain conditioned molecules, will generate life 
and motion, from which shall develop throngh 
manifold processes kingly manhood with ali its 
powers of mind and capabilities of being and 
likeness to God. 

** To account for the First Man apart from divino 
revelation, involves endless diflB.culties and self- 
contradictions which no true cânon of interpreta- 
tion can make plain nor harmonise ; but to accept 
as truth the assertion of Solomon that * God made 
man/ and the historie record of Moses in Génesis 
in relation to it ; and we have solid data for 
Beáson to build on, and a 'Snre Foundation' 
for Faith to plant her unhalting foot upon." 



F there is one thing more than another in my 
pastoral traveis I detest, it is to have dealings 
with animated lumps of clay, called ** professors," 
who are alippery as eels, smooth as oil, but two- 
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faced as a town-clock. You stand in jeopardy 
every hour when in their company — for detraction 
is their pet business. 

Mr. Jaques, I should judge, has been victim- 
ised by one or more of the family ; for he has 
plunged the dagger up to hilt into their villanous 
trade as appears from the foUowing chip on 

DETEAOTION. 

** Crock often cíills kettle smutty, and useless 
<5urs spend their time in altemate snoring and 
snarling. It is an old saying, that two of a trade 
never agree. I never knew a shoemaker yet, that 
would not find fault with another man's make op 
mend however perfectly done ; and a tailor's eye 
as it wanders up and down the newly-worn gar- 
ment put out of hand by a brother snip, is jever 
on the look out for creases or folds, bagginess op 
tightness, which shall indicate mis£t or defective 
workman&hip. It is easier, I suppose, to see the 
* mote ' that is in our brother' s eye, than the 
l)eam that is in our own. The eye of most people 
*beingevil,' is rarely found engaged in honest 
home-duties, but is generally abroad on the 
malign expedition of spying out others faults and 
foibles, diligently in search of the carrion of mis- 
haps and defects with which to feed the greedy, 
growlingy camivorous dogs of the scandel-mong- 
ering breed J When the evil eye is joined by its 
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companion the evil tonçWf and these meet their 
old chum the evil ear, there is a raid made on 
"wliat neither of them possesses. As a rule 
what a man has that is excellent and valuable, he 
doe8n't try to rob his neighbour of. Jealousy 
grows in the sterile soil of defíciency, and calunmy 
is the * bastard ' of irreligious envy, and unvir- 
tuous prejudice. Burglars seldom, if ever, go to 
perpetrate their wicked designs where there is 
nothing worth having ; but always where they are 
pretty sure of rich booty. Boys never throw 
stones at barren frait-trees, but at those luxuri- 
antly laden with fruit. And so caluminators 
rarely smut or smudge the name of those whose 
name is not the synonym for excellence, or go 1^ 
the troable of deteriorating a reputation or success 
which bears the guinea stamp of real and royal 
•worth. He, who in a fit of jealousy, erects the 
gallows of scandal to execute his neighbour, be- 
eause he stands well in the public estimation, is 
only re-acting the scene so masterly sketched in 
the Book of Esther the beautiful. Every such 
petty and paltry Haman shall have his head put 
through the noose of his own rope, and swing in 
public contempt from his own gaUows, while the 
Mordecais shall live on in increasing f avour and 
promotion. Genuine worth will always make its 
mark on society, and £lnd its legitimate levei in 
publio opinion and praise ; but lean, hungry, sus- 
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picioTis, blear-eyed envy, will trail in the mud and 
mire out of which it has no power to rise, and 
nltimately die of chronic yellow-jaundice ! 

" Beware of over-talkatíve people, whose 
tongaes go like the clapper of a mill ; and beware 
of the man or the woman who disparages yonr 
neighbonr, yau will come in for it in your tom, 
depend npon it ; the tar-brush is in hand, and as 
soon as you tnm yonr back, its blackening up- 
strokes and down-strokes will be laid on ! 

** The two most dangerous animais at large in 
society are the Detbactob, and the Flattekbb. 
They are near of kin and seldom seen apart : Oast 
not in thy lot with them, for they will bring thee 
to grief . It is only those in whom ' puré and 
nndefíled religion ' is vitally active, whose 
tongues * speak no guile/ whose hearts ' think 
no evil,' whose speech is • flavoured with grace/ 
who each esteem others better than themselves, 
who 'in honour prefer one another.' Love is 
there * without dissimulation,' and it 'worketh 
no ill to his neighbour.' My reader, pray to be 
taken out of the world, rather than play the disre- 
putable part of a Detractor. Scorn with an 
infinite zest, two-f aced, cross-eyed hypocrisy, un- 
manly, imprincipled action. Fling £rom you as 
coiling scorpions of hell, every temptation to un- 
dermine by word or deed, to misrepresent by 
aauàaíon or exaggeration, to injure tmderhandedlyi 
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yonr fríend, brother, neighbourl Be a MAN! 
and not a monster ; and for lieaven'8 sake don't 
re-act the tragedy of Joab and Amasa, (2. Sam. 
. 1-10. 

Oh, be it ours to scom the deed 
Thafs meant to damage others: 

To shew nobility of breed 
By treating men as brothers. 

The breath of scandal let it ne*er 
PoUiite your lips my brothers : 

By kindly word and deed declare 
Your faith in honour'd others. 

That small-souled cynic sitting there, 

Suspicious, scomful, jealous : 
Breathing the baneful, putrid air 

Thafs given him yellow-jaundice : — 

Knows nothing of the great and good 
Which makes the manly noble : 

So high above him they have stood, 
While he gives vent to scandal, 

Then let us scom the deed thafs done 

To injure honour'd others: 
And yindicate the fame well-won, 

And love ali such as brothers.*' 



01 MINISTER once said of an old Mend of 
^^ mine, *'Ned Brown always tires the devil 
out." So persistent was he in hia pleading, so 
Tinyielding in his grip of God, that Jacob-like he 
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wonld wrestle iintil his suit was obtained. 

One of the most remarkable episodes in the 
history of prayer, I once took down as he gave it. 
A young man twenty years of age, the son of the 
derk of the parish in the North diviaion of the 
TJnion of Louth, in Lincoinshire, was dangeroosly 
ill. He had always been a moral youth, but had 
not crossed the boundary line of conversion. 

Mr. Brown was the relieving ofiQ.cer for Louth 
at this time, and used on going to the neighbonr- 
hood where this young man resided, to give him a 
call and pray with him. The last visit he paid 
foTind him in a hopeful way, but not sitting in sim- 
ple faith at the feet of Jesus. It was the rule in 
Mend Brown' s house to have prayer after every 
meai, believing as he did, that the soul needed 
refreshment and supply quite as often as the 
body. After dinner on Sunday, between one and 
two o'clock, Mr. Brown was engaged as usual in 
prayer, when the young man came to his remem- 
brance, and for his immediate salvation he at 
once eamestly prayed. Twelve miles were be- 
tween the pleader and the dying young f ellow ; 
yet, strange to relate, at the time stated, the 
young man and his friends surrounding his bed^ 
heard, most distinctly, an unknown yoice praying 
for his salvation, and there and then the mighly 
work was wrought, and he passed away in the' 
Lord, ere the voice had ceased to b^ heard. 
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There was no liQuse near, and no one of a 
praying character present ; and he was too weak 
to pray for liiinself aloud. A little girl on her 
way to the preaching serviço in the TÍllage 
at 2 p.m. passed at the time, and heard the 
voice but saw no man ! " 7í5 is the Spirit of Ood,"*^ 
the dying man said, ^^ praying for me.*^ 

Yes, the Spieit as the divine Telephone, 
ante-datíng the discoyery of modem science. 
With Qod ali things are possible. ** The prayer of 
faith shall save the sick." 

Professor Tyndall*s vagary on prayer which 
was advanced a few years since, Parson Jaques 
was at the antípodes of endorsing. Bather was 
he a subscriber to Tennyson's lines in his — 

Morte d^Arthur : 

More things are wrought by prayer 

Than the world dreams of, wherefore, let thy voice 

Kise like a fountain for me night and day. 

For what are men better than sheep or goata, 

That nourish a blind life within the brain, 

If, knowing GK>d, they lift not hands of prayer, 

Both for themselves and those who call them fríend? 

For 80 the whole round earth is every way 

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God." 

If any flippant doubter carne to him with the 
question — " What profit shali I have if I 
pray unto Him ?" his prompt reply was — " AU 
profit and no loss, if you ask in faith nothing 
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wavering.' Prayer in his estimation was a neces- 
sity of man's moral condition of being, adapted to 
a specifíc purpose, and effectual in securing 
grçat moral resulta ; whicli is dear from his Chip 

ON THE 31sT VEESE OF THE IV. 

OF ACTS. 

" They . . prayed. They were not praters 
but pleaders — God to them was a reality, the- 
throne of grace a reality, and prayer their native 
air, their yital breath, their solace in sorrow, 
their defence and deliverer in danger and 
difficulty. 

" Prayer is neither a foUy nor a farce, but a 
powerful factor and force in the moral realm. The- 
best men have been praying men. The secret of 
the strengthy the sanctity, and the savour of great 
liyes has been their prevailing power in the courts 
of heaven. It is our interceding Abrahams and 
pleading Elijahs and praying Daniels which con- 
fer on the individual, the state, the church, the 
world, the largest, richest, and most enduring 
blessings. Any Gideon-leader for God can do 
better with 300 men that can plead and pray 
than with 32,000 that can only bow the knee in 
form. Prayer is converse with God. Prayer 
is the language of need, the lisping of distress^ 
the pleading of penitence or the panting of decore. 
*'It does not conquer God'8 reluctanoe, but ii 
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takes liold of GK>d'8 willingness. To speak in meta- 
phor its the cry of the child — the trembling of the 
magnetic needle — the clinging and climbing of the 
ivy — the ladder of ascent to God. It is the soul 
going up, taking hold, seeking, crying, iintil it 
38 heard, it finds, it conquers, it is crowned 
with benediction. 

** Jacob the supplanter prayed until changed 
into Israel a prince with God. Moses the leader 
and legislator of Israel prayed, and the armies of 
.the aliens were put to flight. Joshua tho General 
prayed, and the secret cause of IsraePs defeat at 
Ai was revealed to him, and Âchan the covetous 
miscreant was singled out and stoned to death. 
Elijahy the rugged old Tishbite prayed, and brought 
water and fire from the skies. Daniel, Prime min- 
ister of Babylon, prayed, and secnred the golden 
key that unl/ocked the forgotten dream of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. Hezekiah the King prayed and 
Sennacherib's host were defeated: again he 
prayed, and God said, *I have heard thy 
prayer . . . behold I wiU add unto 
Jthy days fiffceen years " ; and in confirmation 
thereof the sun-dial of Ahaz retumed ten 
degrees. The disciples prayed, and the answer 
carne yisibly in the tramp of earthquake, 
or on the wings of the wind, which shook the 
meeting-house to its foundations, and spirítually 
in the plentitude and power of the Holy Ghost. 
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'* Men âippantlv tell ns it is useless to praj, 
W^ause Qod cannot alter His decrees, nor change 
the laws He lias made. How helpless then is 
Ckni ! How impotent is Omnipotence ! How 
fòolish of the infinitelj wise Creator to forge 
íetters and fasten them on His Hands and Feet, 
80 that He is the yasscd of decrees and laws! 
But one of His decrees, which He has written in 
our natures, as well as in scripture is, that we shaU 
pray. * I will be enquired of by the house of 
Israel to do these things for them .' Pray tae musU 

**l8 it like Grod to make one decree im- 
possíble by another ? He made the ' laws 
of nature ' before He made prayer a necessity of 
man's being, and ere He gave the command to 
His moral and intelligent creatures to pray. 'God 
is not bound to the laws of nature, but they to 
Him. The Being that made the sun the fourth 
day, created light the first day. Why? To 
teach us to bind the sun to Him, and not Him to 
the sun ; to teach us that the laws of nature must 
conform with His will, and not BKs will with the 
laws of nature.' What science calls the uniform« 
i^ of nature, faith calls the Melity of Gt)d« 
These gentlemen who give vent to such leamed 
loJly, have never put to the test personally the 
yower of this factor in the moral domain ; they 
^Içm^ Imow what communion with God means ; 

eren leaxut ot Aísçod. the alpha- 
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bet of prayer-;-* God be merciful to me a sinner.' 

And surely those wbo have never mastered its 

ABC, are in totó disqualifíed to pronounce on 

its utility, availability, and effects. Prayer was- 

no experiment with this band of men at 

Jerusalém ; they had proved its eflGlcaey and 

power before ; and now on bended knees they 

again diiected the arrow to the target of the 

throne of grace, and it went straigbt to the mark ; 

they didn*t argue about decrees and laws, they 

felt their need, and went with it to God, and God 

telegraphed the answer back by the qnivering of 

the building and the fulness of the Holy Ghost 

given unto them. They had asked that with ali 

boldness they might speak His word, and the 

request was granted in the gift of the power 

which is at the back of ali true and effective- 

speaking for God — the power of the in-living, 

all-energising Spirit ; for it is said, ' they spake 

the word of God with boldness.' They were 

not ashamed of their subjeet, they were not 

afraid of their persecutors, The Holy Ghost made 

them proof against threats and death. The fíre 

within was bound to flame without. Full of God 

they were brimful of enthusiasm, which spoke ia 

bold and burning utterance the wonderful works 

and word of God. The loftíest endowment of 

manhood is the Holy Ghost — and the suprema 

médium through which it comes is eamest^ ji 
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believing, prayer. ' 'Tis the liand that takes 
ihe harp from off the willows, and biings 
fiweetest rnusic from its strings. 'Tis . the 
'white-robed-Angel that glistens at the foot of 
ihe sepulchre where hopes have long lain buried, 
and rolls away the stone. 'Tis the rope on earth 
which rings the bell in the eternal belfiy yonder. 
^Tis the hand that shakes the tree and brings 
down for us the luscious fruits of promise. 'Tis 
the breath that drives the eloud from off the face 
of God/ and makes the sun shine forth once more 
inth healing in His wings. 

* Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw ; 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw ; 
Gives exercise to íaith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above.' " 




F the old proverb be true that, "Ali work 
and no play makes Jack a duU boy/' I 
think its converse is equally true that, Ali play 
and no work makes Jack a had boy. These con- 
traries we seem to have in society, and also in the 
church ; men who are always at toork, diligently 
doing for the master and souls ; and men who are 
always at plai/f or rather at nothing, save luzuria- 
iáng in the bowers of indolence, sitting at " ease 
ia ^on." Such lazybones are great believers in 
éongue-pie and fault-finding Bauce, but disbeliev- 
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ers in elbow g^ease and hand and leg-labour. They 
have the gift of gab but not the " Q-o " of grace ; 
they have fluei\cy of lip but not activity of life. It 
is no Ghristian that can eat the bread of idleness. 
Geasing to taark for God we cease to live »» 
God. 

•*A8 body when the soul has fled, 
As barren trees, deoayed and dead, 
Is faith, — a hopeless lifeless tbing, 
If not of righteous deeds the spring." 

The Bive of the Church may have drones, 
but they are "bastards*' and not '* sons ; " 
idlersy but they are not renewed in the spirit 
of their mind. Mr. Love-Ease and his family 
may take shelter under the hospitable roof 
of the church, but they are not of it; they 
are a gipsy tribe of hypocrites that are a law unto 
themselves. Beligious people that are too aristo- 
cratic to work, are too aristocratic for Christ ; and 
he who assumes the ofiQ.ce of a sexton, and digs a 
grave and buries his one talent, instead of trading 
with it for his own and others' good, will reap the 
doom and destiny of ''the slothful and unprofit- 
able servant," viz. : abandonment to ** outer 
darkness." God has no heaven here, nor hereafter,. 
for the lazy loiterer that loafs around the church- 
gates with the stolen cloak of a Ghristian 
profession on. 
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My friend Parson Jaques was as strong in his 
antipathy to ali such as myseK. They found no 
«helter under his wing of sympathy, I can assure 
jou. In scathing terms I liave heard him de- 
nounce them ; and never shall I forget the effect 
produced on one occasion, when he let drop with 
thunderous tones, which f ell as molten lead upon 
Jiis hearers, the sentence — *' From the grave of 
"buried talent wiU come forth the hell of insuffer- 
able remorse ! " He maintained that when 
Christ says to the penitent sinner, ** Go in peace," 
He gives with it another " Oo** — ** Go work in 
my Yineyard." What he says on the 

DIYINE "GO»' 

is what I wish now to give you. 

** Christ had passed through the awful * hour ' 
of agony and death. He had come back from the 
mysterious * other world/ and with an autocratic 
tone asserted, 'Ali power is given unto Me in 
lieaven and in earth.' With the same maj estie 
accent, broken only by a f ull stop, He said — ' Gto 
yôf therefore, and teaeh . . . ^Go ye into 
ali the world and preaeh the gospel to eveiy 
creature.' There is the ring and emphasis here of 
an imperial command. ' Go ye . . • and 
teach ;' * Go ye . . . and preaeh.' 

*' Then to work for God is not optional but im- 
jperatíve. To ^ Go ' is not a mere matter of ohoioe 
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but of atem duty. To * teach ' is binding : to 
' preacb ' ín the pulpit is a * necessity ' laid upon 
some, and by the life a necessity laid upon ali. 
* Whatsoever He saith unto you, do itJ — * Son, go 
work to-day in my vineyard.' There'8 a sphere 
for ali and a work for each. There is none to 
wbom talent has not been entrusted. None to 
wbom capacity for usefulness has not been im- 
parted. None can look up to the Master and say, 
*I have not ability to do something for Thee.' 
GK)d knows it is a lie when a man in whom He 
has put His Spirit says, ' / can do nothing,^ He 
may not have five talents, he may not have two, 
but he has one^ and for the employment of that 
gifk he is responsible. God has beautifully 
arranged and adapted posts of duty, spheres of 
labour in His church, so as to meet ali the diver- 
sity of capacity and talent among His disciples, so 
as to suit * every man according to his . . . 
ability.' But there is 8o much buckram in human 
nature, that men and women who are not qualifíed 
to fill the highest positions, won't stoop to âll 
those they can. It is this un-Christian highmind- 
edness in so many professors of religion which 
oa.U8es certain departments of efPort in the church 
to languish and decay. So many want to be 
Generais, when they are only fit to be Corporais, 
hence they won't âght. So many to be Master- 
builders when they are only út to be labourers. 
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hence they won't work. So many want to be first 

and f ore-most wlien they are only fit to follow in the 

rear, hence they refuse to be anything at ali. If 

they cannot sing f rom the highe&t trees they won't 

sing £rom the bushes. If they cannot trill like the 

nightingale they won't chirp like the sparrow. 

8uch persons instead of being a help in a church 

are a dead let ; instead of being a minÍ8ter's 

supporters they are his suppressors, tying his 

hands, fettering his endeavoars, saddening his 

life. Remember, there is not a single inch of 

^ound in God's vineyard for an idler : not a 

niche in the great hive of moral industry for a 

drone : not standing room in the chnrch for a lazy 

professor. Remember that on every Christian is 

resting the imperativo * Go ' of the world's might- 

iest Worker ! That to each He has giyen 

power to do something, the existence of which 

imposes the obligation to use it. Bemember that 

the * Go ' does not imply that you are to startle 

the world with the eloquence of Spurgeon cr 

Punshon : not that you are to convulse nations, 

and change the swift current of opinion, and alter 

beliefs and re-mould the tendencies of human 

•customs and human affairs like Martin Luther 

and John Knox : not that you are to lay the basis 

of an eternal fame by the logical acumen of a 

JButler, or the philosophic discoveries of a Kepler 

or Newton, and the organizixig skill and enter- 
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prising piety and zeal of a Wesley. No. No. No ! 
** The * Go ' may only be the eilent, unobtrusive 
doing of your duty in the home-circie ; in teach- 
ing the ' little ones ' ; in yisiting the cottage of 
poverty ; in praying by the bedside of the siok 
and dying ; in scattering as * leayes from the tree 
of life * a f ew leaflets or tracts ; or shutting your- 
self up in secret beneath the glances of the On& 
ohservant Eye from which nothing íb hid, and 
there pleading until wrung into an agony for 
Zion's prosperity and the world's salvation. I 
repeat, there is an imperial * Go ' pi*essing upoa 
each member of every community of Saints — a 
* Go wwhy'' or a ^ Go teach ' or a * Go preach,*" 
which if shirked will be disobedience, if unful- 
fiUed will be disloyality to conscience, to duty, to- 
God. * If ye love me,' says Jesus, * keep my 
commandments.' What are you doing, then, for 
Christ ? What are you doing for the world ? Are 
your hands, or your feet, or your brains busy for 
the Church ? Do- you know what it is to pray^ 
until exhausted ? to sing until weary ? to walk 
until footsore ? to study until your brain reels f 
to preach until your energies are spent ? to giva 
what has cost you sacriíice ? Where do you serve, 
brother ? What is fyour employment ? How do- 
you fulâl the * Go ' ? Or are you simply criticai 
scrutinizers of others' work, mere disseoters of 
others' motives, fastidious f ault-fínders with others^ 



108 $atiE{on Saqueia* 



^ undertakings and doings ? If so^ this is to pros- 
titute your ability, to abuse your talent, and to 
bring condemnation into your soul. 

''We must distinctly recognise and intensely 
f eel our Indivtduality ; and as individuais use 
onr separate influence, and fiU our separate posi- 
tions in the ChuTch; and so, individually yet 
Tinitedly, bring ali the force of precept, example, 
and action to bear upon humanity we can possibly 
command. We must not be narrow in our 
notionsy nor exclusive in our metbods, nor 
•cramped in our sympathies in relation to 
other workers and work ; but in common with 
tbem and ali move on in our difPérent orbits 
obedient to the command, doing ali the good 
we can in any and every way. Lord Nelson's 
decisivo victory at Trafalgar hinged more perhaps 
on the electric efEect of the watchword he had rung 
out that moming — ' England expects every man to 
do his duty,' — than on skilful generalship and 
clever tactics. And if the conflict waging be- 
tween truth and error, sin and holiness, Christ and 
Satan, the Church and the world is to be won by 
us, if the field is to be cleared and the victory 
grandly and etemally achieved, it must he, it can 
onlf/ be by Eveby Chbistian Man and Woman 
daing heroically and to death his and her duty, 

'^The 'Qx>* oí the Master to teach and preach 

^misí not be onderstood in itB naxto^ôEt «enae^ nor 
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be interpreted through the glasses of an averaion to 
work; but must be looked at and receiv^d as 
involving the principie and containing the truth 
that the world is to be morally regenerated from 
its centre to its circumference, and that through 
hiiman instrumentality by each doing and always 
doing his and her very best and very utmost for 
God and souls. 

** 'Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might.' — Eccles. ix. 10. 

"The fast fleeting moments how loudly they cry, 
' Be up and be doing ' for night draweth nigh : 
The honr-glass is telling how brief is the space, 
Alloted to each one to toil for his race. 

''The on-rushing daylight from moming to noon, 
Is silently sajring, * the day will end soon : ' 
The shadows of eventide stealthily lurk, 
To hasten the nightfall when ' no man- can work/ 

'' Be active ! for mortais are hastening to death : 
Be active 1 to save them ere they breathe the last breath : 
Oh ! heed the sad heart-wail from the brink of despaír, 
<I>m perishing hourly and no man doth caro/ 

** Lannch the life-boat and haste to the shipwreckd crew : 
Don't look at the breakers, but pnsh your way throogii, 
Bescue those that you can i| you oannot save alL 
Oheat death of tiie víctims it waits to enthrall. 
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'* Enow you not of a lamb that has wander'd away, 
From the sheep-fold of tmth o'er the moontain away ? 
GK> after him Idndly and bríng him again, 
To the Shepherd who loves him and calls him hj name. 

'' The pet of the hoosehold the dearest and best, 
The weakest and yoimgest, oh, lead to be blest : 
That folded by Jesus in His loving Arms, 
No terrors may molest him nor raise his alarms. 



''Thus working for Jesus no effort is vain; 

Such labour is followed by glorious gain. 

The smile and the * well done ' will sweetly be given, 

With brightness and beauty and Ghrist for your Heaven. 



» 



To every imprejudiced mind the effect of this 
Chip must to be to assure him, that, whiie the 
primary end of a man'B being saved ^s his own 
personal good, the secondary end is the good of 
others throngh his instrumentality. Every saved 
soul is to be a soul-saver. The fire of divine love 
on the altar of the heaxt will constrain us to f eel 
the imperativo **mtt8t^^ of the Master, and to say 
with Him, " I must be about my Father^s 
business." We are co-partners with God in this 
'' businessy" and there is no retiring from. it to live 
on our means ! 

Our basket of chips we have now completed ; 
on the front of which we write the motto. — ^ITtíle 
duloipro bono publico* 




CHARTER X. 

AESON JAQUES was in no sense a 
Pessimist ; consequently he did not look 
upon society through the spectacles of clironic 
discontent and despair. He was buoyant in hope 
for the race ; had unshaken f aith in the leverage 
power of the old gospel to lift humanity to moral 
heights of nobility and righteousness, and an un- 
qualiâed assurance of the ultimato dawn of the 
golden age, 

'^When man to man united, 
And every wrong thing righted, 
The whole world shall be lighted 
As Éden was of old." 

Neither was he any wild enthusiast, building 

brOliant ''castles in the air/' or indulging in 

beautiful day-dreams in relation to the age and 

the future. 

But like the children of Issaehar, of whom we 

read in the book of Obronides, he '' had under- 

standing of the times/' and knew disoreetly the 
111 
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needs and demands of the age. .With both ejes 
wide open he observed the " drift of the corrent " 
in its manysíded signification, and wrote and 
spoke on it with unflinching chivalry. 

Among other things we have the foUowing. 

"No one making any pretensions to an nnder- 
Btanding of the spirit of the age oan possibly be 
ig^orant of the fact, that religion and religious 
influences, insitutionSy and literature were never 
80 wide-spread and prevalent in this conntry as 
to-day. On eyery hand we have organizations 
irfaich lay daim to be moral Elevators of Sodety 
—«a huge pile of machinerj grand in design, pow- 
etfol in action, and constant in operation — whioh 
bríngs the vast variety of its moral workings to 
bear upon persons of ali classes and ages, of ali 
types and conditions of character. But notwith* 
withstanding this, we are f ar from thinking that 
the Christian life of to-day is the healthiest and 
higheet-toned the world has eyer witnessed. There 
is a great quantity of religiaumess but a sad lack of 
goãlineBB, A religionsness which peryades our 
literatnre of romance and fiction : which gleams 
in onr politics and sings in our ballads : whioh 
figures on our stages and flounces in our fashions: 
which bows in our forms and mopes in our streets 
and chuTches, which is but the shadow ; while 
ipodHneBB — the substance and reality — is praoti- 
àãOjr nnknown, We haye TheoriM enough aod W 
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spare about religion, but theory is a poor substi- 
tute for truth and creed an uasatisfying supply 
for Christ. Theories are mere busks which will 
starve our moral belng. Stones won't do for 
bready nor scorpions for fish ; neitber will religioua 
sentiment do for vital godliness ! If we had only 
to meet with abstract theories of error we might 
meet tbose by abstract theories of truth ; but 
having to meet and cope with living embodimenta 
of error, our only effectual way to meet them ia 
by being living embodiments of truth. We must 
meet error in men by truth in ourselves. It is the 
deficiency of this that so cripples the aggressivd 
power of our churches to-day, and that gives such 
a bold front and defiant attitude to our sceptical 
antagonists. It is the sad lack among us of 
living witnesses, every-day examples, practical 
jpxponents of godliness which fetters the activities 
of truthy and to a large extent neutralizes the 
effects of our multifold Christian agency. We 
have so much simpering * Namby-pambyism/ 80> 
much sickly sentimentality, so much narrow, ex- 
clusive, little-souledy old womanish-religion among 
us as a nation, that it's no marvel scientists sneer^ 
and infidels curl the lip, and sinners triumph^ 
and âing the dirt and dust of insult, ridicule and 
unbelief in our faces ! The ' Times ' want mascu- 
lino OhristianSi not imbecile dwarfs! Men and 
women developed on ali sides of their moral make 



i 
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— symmetrical in character-growth. Goliatbs in 
trutb. Anaks in piety. Sauls in spirítual stat- 
Tire. Giants in virtue and sonl-nobility and 
strength. Moral Samsons that sball carry into 
«temal oblivion tbe colossal piUars of a boastful 
and scbolarly scepticism, and a subtle and insid- 
ious snperstition, and bring to noiígbt with 
tbundering crasb tbe gigantic snper-structtire of 
error. Tbe ago wants beroes and beroines wbo 
sbàll carry tbe war of trutb into tbe camps and 
fortresses of tbe infernal adversaries, wbo sball 
figbt tbe 'devil on bis own gronnd ; wbo sball 
attack witb unblusbing cbivalry tbe drunk- 
«nness of tbis drunken land, and assail tbe law- 
protected prostitution in our midst ! It is a sbame 
and a disgrace to tbe people of tbis so-called 
Obristian England^ to allow its govemment [wbicli 
professes to be based on tbe principies of rigbt»* 
«ousness,] to sanction, to approve of, to upbold 
and defend by Act of Parliament, wbat, I cannot 
belp designating, tbe direst and most pernieious 
iniquity out of hell ! Ali bononr to tbe noble 
spirits tbat are diligently trying to sap tbe founda- 
tion and to bring to rnin tbe monster wrong! 
But tbeir number oomparatiyely is small and 
tbeir power f eeble. To tbe ranks ali ye tbat are 
lovers of sobriety and cbastity ! To tbe ranks ali 
jre àhat bate iniquity and love virtue ! To tbe 
^oJp, ' to tbe help of tbe Lord aga^st tbe migbty * 



Co-llae'c( WaiiM. 115 

ye inhabitants of the hills and the valleys, ye 
dwellers in cities and viilages wiio retain the' 
throbbings of a yirtuous heart, and the principies 
of a godly life, and the resouroes of a divine in- 
herítance ; lest Jehovah abandon us to^our nationaL 
irioes, and the ânger of time write the old epitaph 
of Samuers day upon the throne and churchea 
and institutions of our privileged island home — 

* lOHABOD, THE GlOEY 18 DbPARTBD ! ' " 

****** * * *. 

Again he says,-:- 

<* The march of intellect in this and kindred 
Protestant countries is rapid and real ; full and 
iinfettered soope being given to its many sided. 
powersy and every f acility being afforded for its. 
noblest and most brilliant development. With 
giant strides young English mind, and may I not 
say, old English mind as well ? is trayersing the 
continents of research and invention, philosophy 
and science ; and dimbing with buoyant tread and 
flush of anticipated honours, the winding-path up 
the heights of leamed lore and soholastio attain- 
ments; from whose gilded orests shall be seea 
stretehing away in eyer broadening sublimity 
a landseape of Truth^ the benefits of which shall be 
handed down to succeedmg generations. But 
while we rejoice oyer this progressiyeness of mind, 
we are not blind to the £etct that it has been a 
pi^ogress more on the aide of Secular than of 
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reliffiotís subjects. A progressiveness, whicli to a 
g^eat extent hás been, and is, strongly biassed in 
íavour of Hationalisiu and Agnosticism. The old 
beliefs are rudely assailed and cruelly superannu- 
ated : the old truthe shaken to tlieir foiíndations 
and threatened with total oyerthrow ; and the 
old ' landmarks * which have been bedewed with 
our fatlier's tears, and hallowed by our fatlier's 
prayerSy and garlanded with our father'B faith, 
and sealed and secured to us by our father's 
blood, rough hands of educated doubt have seized, 
and scientiflcally tried to pluck up and remove. 

" Now, what we want to counteract this grow- 
ing tendency to infídelity in the EngUsh mind is a 
more sturdy and masculine development of moral 
tnindy in its bearings on abstract principies, abstruse 
subjects, and criticai shadings of opinion, dogma, 
thought both in the scientiflc and biblical realms* 
"We want men, in ali faimess, to refer everything 
in the domain of modem intellectual research to 
its rightful position and application in the spirit- 
ual domain. We want our scientists and philoso- 
phers, our scholars and literary men of ali lypes 
and schools to be honest as well as skilf ul, and in 
their discoyeries of natural principies, facts, forces, 
laws, not to stop short in their interpretation of 
ihem in the light of cultured reason, but to take 
tbem farther, and read their truer and diyinor 
3xxeaning in the radiance of t\ie Oixeat Ultimate 
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Principie of All leaming, knowledge, discovery 
— Thb smuroe and centre of Law — the Eternal 
Personality of Gk>d ! 

" We want for those whose province it is to 
expound the written word, to do it with greater 
efficiency, and to handle it as workmen well 
skilled in the science of literal and spiritual inter- 
pretation : exegetically and homiletically expert : 
able to give the sense ; ' apt to teach ' ; ' good 
zninisters of Jesus Ohrist, rightly diyiding the 
word of truth.' We want secular education, 
human scholarship, finite canons of interpretation, 
literary competency to dissect and contrue, to 
theorize and compile — all standards in Oreed, 
Lexicon, Grammar, Theology — to be subordinate 
and subsidiary to the Supreme Teaehing which 
comes, not in words of man'8 wisdom, but direot 
from the Fontal Source of Wisdom — God, through 
the médium of the puré heart. Purity is cleamess 
of soul-YisioUy it's an atmosphere of orystal 
light, by which the heart is able to see God and 
the things of Gt)d. We want all who piofess an 
acquaintance with the ' mysteries of the King- 
doms' to apply themselves with a greater dili- 
gence in searching and studying the Holy Scrip- 
tores, that they may have a more intelligent, 
accurate and comprehensive knowledge of Biblical 
truth, and thereby be lifted to more exalted oon- 
eeptions of Ood, Ohrist, Duty, Privilege, Holy 
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lÁYÍng, and develop into nobler specunens of in- 
telligent and robust piety, and ao counteract the 
evil eff ects of the progress of mind in its sceptical 
procliyities by an unprecedented advance in the 
chorches of the ' Mind of Christ.' 

" The spiritoalitj of oor nation has not kôpt 
pace with the growth of its intellectoality. Modem 
thooght has made progressivo strides, but modem 
piety has seemed to make a retrogressive move- 
ment. Acadamies of leaming, and schools of 
philosophy, Art and Science, flourish and prosper 
in our midsty but the institutions designed 
for the culture and education of immortals in the 
philosophy of practical godliness and the science 
of . Ohristian living, are stationary in some instan- 
oeS) and succeeding but feebly in others. There 
is rapid march of íntellect, but tardy progress in 
genuine every-day holiness. What is wanted, 
then, in this country to-day is not expansion of 
tfaought, growth of reason, progress in mind 
and researchy so much as expansion of Faith* 
power, growth in Soul-life, in CShristian Man- 
liness, in Ohurch TJnityy Purify, Personal Actívily ! 
The churches have weakened themselyes con- 
siderably by their divisions and bigotry, and 
controversies. Discussion in general oídy lead» 
to dissension, and compromise to, disa^ten 
8tri£e oi irorda will neyer do Ohrist*s work, nor 
wia Cbidãfe oonquests : argument» uever detiuop», 
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Error and diadem Truth with universal monarchy. 
Each member must feel it^ breathe it^ act it, liye 
it, inoamate it I We have abundance of walking 
Encyolopedias of learning amongst us, what we 
nrgenly need is a speedy multiplication of 
' LrvTNG Epistles ' whioh shall be seen and read 
of ali men. Godliness ! Vital, protestante every- 
day godliness is our glorj and defence ! And in 
proportion as this declines, our national honours 
will fade, our flag of freedom and of fame will 
trail in the dust, our bulwarks will succumb to the 
foreign invader, and our throne totter to its fali. 
We cannot afford to sbake hands with a subtle 
Jesuitísm. We cannot afford to flirt and flaunt, 
at the expenso of a sworn Protestant govemmenti 
with a Bo-called improved Koman Oatholicism. If 
yre do, we shall ânally join hands at the bridai- 
altar with the * old lady ' of the seven hills. If 
we do we shall consign at length our glorious 
* Magna Gharta ' into the iron-hands of cruelty, 
despotism, and blood. K we do we shall endorse 
our death-warrant as a people, and go out in 
darkness and contempt as a nation. The spread- 
ing prevalence of Bitualism with its vaunting 
priests, its popish confessional and sacrament of 
ihe mass ; would in a few years place us 
under the crushing yoke of Popery, were it not 
for our massivo and magnifícent Nonconformity. 
Sturdy Fjratostantism is the salvation of our 
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nation. Not ooir armaments, our prowess, nor 
our wealth ; but the truth as it is in Jesus, em- 
bodied in our Ghurches, Creed, and Cliaracter. 
Let us stand, then, like the brave witb our face to 
the foe, personally contributing what we can 
towards meeting the wants of to-day.". 

Our space is exhausted, therefore, our task is 
done. We sheuld have been pleased to have 
taken you through a portion, at least, of Parson 
Jaques' '^hymns and spiritual songs/' and to 
have given his opinion on hymnology and psalm- 
ody ; also to have f umished you in full with his 
'* Teetotal Creed," as he calls it, given in syllogis- 
tic form ; but we haye reached the terminus of 
space, and must now vanish — not into '' thin air '' 
— but into the palace of silenoe, úntíl from its 
solitude the substance again shall appear in tf/pe^ 
Âdieu, kind reader. 



FINIS. 
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